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September 27 - Creation – God Created People Genesis 2 

In the very beginning nothing existed except for God.  

God then created people. God created people differently from everything else He 

created; God created people in His very own image. God took dust from the ground 

and made a man. God took His very own breath and breathed into the man, and the 

man became alive. God then took a rib from the man and created a woman to be the 

man’s helper and spouse. Adam named his wife Eve. God asked the man and woman 

to care for the garden in which He had placed them and to take care of the earth. 

God told the man and woman to eat from any tree that He had created. He said that 

the trees were food for all the wildlife and animals as well as the people He had 

created. God’s one warning was about the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

From this tree God warned the man and woman not to eat or they would die. This all 

happened on the sixth day of creation. 

On the seventh day of creation, God rested from all of His work. He had done 

everything He planned to do and it was very good. 

Christ Connection: Colossians 1:15-22 reveals that Christ is ruler over all of God’s 

creation. All of creation was created through Him, by Him, and for Him. Everything was 

created to give glory to Christ, but people would choose not to give Him glory. The rest 

of the Bible reveals how Jesus would restore the relationship between God and man. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. God’s Creation 

Invite the kids to form a circle. Make a paperwad. Give the paperwad to one of the 

kids in the circle. Direct the kids to pass the paperwad around the circle when they 

hear the music start. They should stop passing it when the music stops. Whoever has the 

paperwad when the music stops will share something God created. Use the unit theme 

song and repeat as time allows. 

Say • Today we will learn why God created everything. 

 

2. Creation Pictionary 

Invite a volunteer to come up and draw something God created. Consider providing 

categories like animals, things in the sky, plants and trees, and things in the ocean. 

Encourage the volunteer to whisper to you what he is drawing, and then the other kids 

may guess what it is. The one who correctly guesses first becomes the next to draw. 

Remind the kids on which day of creation each item drawn was created. 

Say • Who created everything? God created the world and people to bring Him glory. 

Christ is ruler over all of God’s creation. 



 

3. Creation Finder 

Allow each child to take a container and fill it with confetti, sand, or bird seed. Guide 

each child to place a few creation items in the container. If kids are using a ziplock 

bag, make sure none of the creation items are sharp enough to create a hole. Tape 

the top to secure it. Once the craft is complete, call out an item and see who can find 

it first. 

Say • Who created everything? God created the world and people to bring Him glory. 

Jesus is the center of all creation. 

 

4. Missions Story 

Leader  • God wants us to share His story about Jesus with others. Listen to this story 

about some missionaries who are sharing the truth about Jesus with people in another 

country. 

Share the following mission story, “Stars in the Sky,” about two missionaries who traveled 

to Zambia. 

Leader  • Can you see the stars at night where you live? If you live in a big city with lots 

of smog and lights on the street, maybe you don’t see them much. But if you go 

camping in the country or have a picnic in a park and stay late, you probably lie on 

your back and look up at the sky. The stars are so pretty and remind us just how big 

God’s creation is. 

Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims the 

work of His hands.” Missionaries Daniel and Sky Scott (Yep. Her name is Sky and she 

loves proclaiming the work of God’s hands!) went to a remote part of Zambia where 

the stars were gorgeous. The stars took their breath away. Their Zambian friends 

thought it strange. They seemed to ask: “The stars? You’re amazed at the stars?” Daniel 

and Sky saw beauty and thought about the glory of God, but the Zambians just saw a 

night sky. 

Do you think about God when you see everything that He has created? Praise God for 

making the world beautiful, and ask God to help the Mbunda people of Zambia “see” 

Him in creation. 

Leader  • It would be amazing to fly to Zambia and see the stars at night, but we 

don’t have time to travel there today. But when we are at our homes tonight, we can 

look at the stars and praise God for creating them just like Daniel and Sky Scott praised 

God for the stars. The Scotts have a special job as missionaries to tell the people in 

Zambia about Jesus. This week let’s remember to pray for the Scotts. 

 



5. Draw Someone God made – a self-portrait 

If you use child-size lengths of paper, trace around each child. Otherwise, give each 

child a copy of the child outlines page. 

Say • God made people different from anything else He made. Draw yourself on this 

outline. What color is your hair? What color are your eyes? Who made you? 

• You are special because God made you. 

  



October 4 – Abraham – Father of a Nation Genesis 12:2-3; 15:1-21; 17:1-9 

There was a man named Abram who lived with his wife, Sarai. Abraham was a 

descendant of Noah, and he and his family had spread out in the earth. God chose 

Abram and promised Abram three things: He would make his name great, Abram 

would have a big family, and he would be blessed. God visited Abram in a vision and 

said, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield; your reward will be very great.” 

This was a good promise, but Abram was sad. He didn’t have any children to inherit 

his blessing. “One of my slaves will be my heir,” Abram said. But God had a better plan. 

He took Abram outside. “Look at the sky and count the stars, if you can,” God said. 

Abram couldn’t count the stars. There were too many! “Your offspring will be that 

numerous,” God promised. Abram believed God, and God was pleased. 

God also promised that Abram’s family would keep the land they were living in. 

Abram asked, “How can I be sure?” So God confirmed His covenant with Abram. He 

gave Abram very special instructions to bring a cow, a goat, a ram, a turtledove, and a 

pigeon. Abram did as God asked, and a deep sleep came over him. While Abram was 

sleeping, God told him what would happen in the future. He said that Abram’s family 

would be slaves in another country for 400 years before God would judge the nation 

and bless Abram’s family. Despite this, Abram would live a long, peaceful life. 

When it got dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch representing God passed 

between the animals. This showed that God would be responsible for keeping His 

promise. 

Many years passed and Abram still didn’t have the promised son. God hadn’t 

forgotten, though. He appeared to Abram again and reminded him, “I am God 

Almighty. Live in My presence and be blameless. I will establish My covenant between 

Me and you, and I will multiply you greatly.” 

God was so serious about His promise that He changed Abram’s name to Abraham, 

which means “Father of a Great Multitude.” God told Abraham that he would be the 

father of nations, and even kings! “I will keep My covenant between Me and you, and 

your future offspring throughout their generations, as an everlasting covenant to be 

your God and the God of your offspring after you,” God said. 

And God promised to give Abraham and his offspring all of the land of Canaan 

where they were residing. “I will be their God,” He said. 

 

Christ Connection: God chose Abraham to be the father of the nation in which Jesus 

would be born. In this way, Abraham would bless all nations, as God had promised. 

God also saw Abraham’s faith in God’s promises and counted it as righteousness. It is 

our faith in Jesus’ perfect righteousness that brings salvation to God’s people. 

 

 



Teaching Ideas: 

1. Knot Game 

• 10-foot length of rope, 1 per team 

Tie five knots in each rope. Instruct each team to work together to untie the knots in its 

rope. Each team member may only use one hand to play the game. 

Say • When God makes a covenant, He is always faithful to His covenant. 

• We can untie the knots in this rope, but we cannot untie God from a covenant He 

makes. Because God cannot lie, He will always keep His covenant (Numbers 

23:19; Psalm 12:6). 

• Today we are going to hear about a special covenant God made with a man 

named Abraham. 

• His covenant was fulfilled when Jesus came to earth to live and die to rescue us from 

sin. 

 

2.  Three-Legged Obstacle Course 

• bandanas or other similar strips of cloth, 1 per pair 

Form teams of two and assist kids in safely tying one of their legs to one of their partner’s 

legs. Inform kids that this race does not involve any running. Create a course that has a 

few obstacles for kids to navigate around such as a chair, table, or stack of books. 

Partners must stay together during the obstacle course. 

Say • Why did God choose Abraham? God chose Abraham to be part of His covenant 

plan to send Jesus to earth to bring us salvation. 

• During the game you were connected to your partner, and you could not leave him. 

God’s covenant with Abraham meant that God would be with Abraham and his 

family. They were connected to God because of the everlasting covenant. 

• When we become Christians, instead of being separated from God because of our 

sin, we are connected to God forever because of our faith in Jesus’ perfect 

righteousness. 

 

 

3. Review Questions 

God promised Abram that his family would own his land forever, and he would have 

lots of children and grandchildren. Abram didn’t even have one child. He thought he 

was too old to have kids. Abram still believed God though. Years later, when he still 

didn’t have children, God reminded Abram of the covenant. He even changed his 

name to Abraham. This time God said Abraham would also be the father of many 

nations. God even told him that kings would come from his family. That included the 

King of all kings, born hundreds of years later. That’s right! Jesus was part of Abraham’s 

family and the covenant God promised! 



Ask the following questions about today’s Bible story: 

1. What did Abram not have that made him sad? (a child, Genesis 15:2-3) 

2. God said Abram’s family would be more numerous than what? (stars in the sky, 

Genesis 15:5) 

3. What did God tell Abram would happen to his family? (They would be slaves for 400 

years, Genesis 15:13) 

4. What did God promise Abram as part of the covenant? (a large family that would 

form nations and kings, land; Genesis 17:3-9) 

5. Who came from Abraham’s family to save us from sin? (Jesus) 

 

4. Shielded 

paper, 3 pieces crumpled into wads 

Tip: If you don’t want a child throwing paper wads at another child, make an outline of a person on a 

piece of paper. Hang it on the wall as a substitute for the “promised one.” 

Choose two volunteers. One will be the “shield.” The other will be the “promised one.” 

Instruct the remaining kids to line up several feet away from the promised one. Give 

three paper wads to the first child in line. Instruct the promised one to turn his back to 

the line. The first kid in line must underhand toss each paper wad and hit the promised 

one. The shield can use his hands or any part of his body to protect the promised one 

from the paper wads. If a paper wad gets by the shield and hits the promised one, the 

one who threw the paper wad gets to become the promised one and choose 

someone to be his shield. Continue playing as time allows. 

Say • God promised to be Abraham’s shield and give him a great reward. That reward 

was a special covenant completed in Jesus. What did God choose Abraham for? 

God chose Abraham to be part of His covenant plan of redemption through Jesus. 

 

5. Learn 3-syllable Words 

• “Learn 3-Syllable Words” 

• beanbag 

• 6 sheets of construction paper, each a different color 

• tape 

 

Tape each word to a different colored sheet of paper and place them on the floor. Talk 

about each word and its picture. Each child takes a turn throwing the beanbag on a 

word. Everyone can help recall the word. This is not a contest. For young preschoolers, 

choose only Abraham, covenant, Genesis. The remaining words are grandchildren and 

descendant. 

When you talk about the words, make comments such as the following. 

• Abraham’s name begins with an “A” sound (like the name of the big “A” at the 



beginning of “Abraham”). 

• God made a covenant with Abraham. A covenant is a promise people make to 

each other or a promise that a person and God make. 

• You can read the story of Abraham in Genesis, the first book of the Bible. 

• If we say “Abraham’s grandchildren,” we mean the children of Abraham’s children. 

Abraham had many great-grandchildren and many, many great-great-

grandchildren. 

• Great-grandparents, grandparents, and parents have descendants. You are a 

descendant of your grandparents and parents. Jesus is a descendant of 

Abraham and Sarah. 

 

 

  



October 11 – Joseph – Coat of Many Colours Genesis 37:1-36; 39:1–41:57 

Jacob settled in Canaan, the land God promised to Abraham and his family. Jacob’s 

family included several sons, but his favorite son was Joseph. To show his favoritism 

toward Joseph, Jacob gave him a robe of many colors. At 17 years old, Joseph told his 

father that some of his brothers were not tending to the sheep like they were supposed 

to. For this Joseph’s brothers hated him and were not kind to him. 

Joseph shared with his brothers a dream he had. He dreamed that he and his 

brothers were putting together bundles of grain. Suddenly Joseph’s grain stood up and 

the others bowed down to his. Joseph had another dream that he shared with his 

brothers and Jacob, too. This dream had the sun, moon, and 11 stars bowing to Joseph. 

Jacob even rebuked Joseph this time because this dream meant all of Joseph’s family, 

including his mom and dad, would one day bow down to Joseph. This made his 

brothers jealous. 

Jacob sent Joseph to check on his brothers, who were tending to the family’s sheep 

several miles away. When the brothers saw him, they decided to kill him. When Reuben, 

his oldest brother, heard about their plans, he convinced the others to throw him into a 

pit instead. Reuben planned to rescue him later. 

The brothers took off Joseph’s robe and threw him into the dry pit that was sometimes 

used to store water for the sheep. While eating a meal, they saw a caravan of 

Ishmaelites heading to Egypt to sell supplies. The brothers sold Joseph to them as a 

servant. When Reuben returned to the pit, he found that Joseph wasn’t there. 

The brothers decided to dip Joseph’s coat in goat’s blood and show it to Jacob. 

Jacob thought an animal had killed Joseph. He mourned his son’s death for a long 

time. 

Meanwhile, the Ishmaelites sold Joseph to an Egyptian officer named Potiphar. The 

Lord was with Joseph and made him successful at everything he did. Potiphar realized 

this and put him in charge of everything under his authority as his personal assistant. The 

Lord blessed Potiphar, too. 

Potiphar’s wife tried to get Joseph to sin against God and Potiphar, but Joseph 

refused. This angered her, and she accused him of doing something he didn’t do. 

Potiphar listened to her, and Joseph was thrown in jail, where the king’s prisoners were 

held. 

Even in jail, God was with Joseph and blessed him. The jail warden put all the prisoners 

under Joseph’s care, and the Lord again made everything Joseph did successful. While 

in prison, Joseph was put in charge of two of Pharaoh’s top officials, his cupbearer and 

his baker. Both shared dreams they had with Joseph, and he told them the meaning of 

the dreams. The dreams meant the cupbearer would serve Pharaoh again, but the 

baker would not. Joseph asked the cupbearer to tell Pharaoh that Joseph had been 

unfairly put in prison. 

The cupbearer forgot about Joseph until two years later when Pharaoh had two 



dreams. In his dreams seven fat cows were eaten by seven skinny cows, and seven fat 

heads of grain were eaten by seven thin heads. Pharaoh could find no one to tell him 

what the dreams meant. That’s when the cupbearer remembered Joseph and told 

Pharaoh how Joseph could interpret the dreams. 

Pharaoh asked Joseph if he would tell him the meaning of the two dreams. Joseph 

said he couldn’t, but God could use him to tell what they meant. Pharaoh shared his 

dreams with Joseph. Joseph explained to the Egyptian king that God was warning him 

about what was about to happen. The dreams represented seven years of lots of food 

followed by seven years with no food. Joseph told Pharaoh that he should pick 

someone to save food during the good years to use during the bad years. 

Pharaoh listened and realized that God’s spirit was with Joseph. At age 30 Joseph was 

made second in command in all of Egypt. Joseph stored away food during the good 

years, and during the famine, people came from all nations to buy grain from Joseph. 

Christ Connection: God sent Joseph to Egypt and blessed him, so that he rose to a 

position of great power. In that position, he was God’s instrument for saving his family 

and many others in the world from death by starvation. Jesus gave up his position of 

great power to be God’s instrument for saving people. Christ’s life and death made a 

way to save people from spiritual death, which is the penalty of sin. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Partner Trust 

• blindfolds 

• items needed to complete tasks you select such as crayons, coloring pages, paper, and puzzles 

Help kids form pairs or groups of three if an odd number of kids are in the group. While 

one partner is blindfolded, his “guide(s)” must lead him to complete a task. The first 

guide is not allowed to physically touch any supplies that would help complete the 

task. If you have a team with a second guide, that guide may only help verbally. He 

cannot touch the kid who is blindfolded. After a few minutes, allow the partners to 

trade places and work on a new task. 

Sample tasks: color inside the lines of a picture, put together a simple puzzle, tie a 

shoe, tear a piece of paper into a triangle shape, or walk from one side of the room to 

the other side. Create your own tasks, but remember to keep safety a priority. 

Say • Was it confusing to follow the instructions when you couldn’t see? 

• How much did you trust your partner(s)? 

• Today’s Bible story is about a man who trusted God during some difficult situations. 

 

 

 



2. Making Lemonade from Lemons 

Option: Serve lemonade after everyone has acted out their drama. Post an allergy alert. 

Form four groups and give each group a “lemon” situation from the list provided or 

create your own set of lemon situations. Challenge the groups to create dramas 

showing how they can respond after hearing today’s Bible story. Encourage each 

group to use part of the big picture question as a part of its drama. 

Lemon situation 1: During lunch your friend made fun of you and all your other friends 

laughed. Your feelings are hurt. Now you are standing at the bus stop with her. What do 

you do? 

Lemon situation 2: Your little brother was playing with your MP3 player and you asked 

him to stop. This morning you are looking for it and you find it under the sofa covered in 

sticky soda. Your brother walks into the room. What do you do? 

Lemon situation 3: Your mom and older sister are sick and your dad is at work, so no 

one can drive you to cheerleading practice. What do you do? 

Lemon situation 4: At your baseball game, you strike out twice. Now the coach wants 

to put in another player, and your team is laughing at you. What do you do? 

Say • Many people use the expression “making lemonade out of lemons” to describe 

trying to make a bad situation good. Sometimes we can’t change a bad 

situation, but we can change how we respond. 

• God can use any situation—good or bad—to bring about His plan. 

• Joseph stayed faithful to God even when he didn’t understand all that was 

happening. God used Joseph to save people from starvation. 

• Jesus understood that the only way to bring us salvation was to die a horrible death 

for our sin. 

 

3. Colour Code 

Put two to three chairs in the corner of the room. This area will be the “pit.” Explain 

that you are going to play a game involving colors they are wearing. If a kid is 

wearing a color the leader calls out, he must swap seats with someone else wearing 

the same color. If only one person is wearing the color called, he must go to the pit. 

Anyone in the pit may go back to an empty seat when a color she is wearing is 

called. If the pit is full, any kid required to go to the pit may choose someone to be 

released and take that place. You can also use colors of specific articles of clothing, 

for instance, red shirt or black shoes. 

Say • You could have ended up in the pit just for wearing the wrong color. Imagine 

being left in a real pit because of some dreams. That’s what happens in today’s 

Bible story. 



4. Colour Spinner 

small plates (paper, plastic, or foam), 1 per child 

heavyweight paper, 1 sheet per kid 

scissors, 1 per kid 

sharpened pencil, 1 per kid 

crayons or markers 

Provide each child with the materials. Instruct the kids to place their plates facedown 

on their heavyweight paper. Direct them to trace around the plate, forming a circle. 

Encourage them to color inside the circle with a mixture of colors. Then show them how 

to cut out the circle. An adult should use scissors to poke a hole into the center of the 

circle for each child. Tell each child to insert his pencil in the hole and push the circle 

almost halfway up the pencil. Each child can use the spinner like a top. 

Say • You now have a spinner of many colors. In today’s Bible story, someone receives 

something else with many colors. See if you can figure out what it is. 

 

5. Jump and Squat 

Review today’s Bible story. Kids jump for the ceiling when things go well for Joseph. 

Slap the floor when they don’t.  

(1) Jacob gave Joseph a beautiful coat. 

(2) His brothers were mad. 

(3) In dreams God gave Joseph, his family bowed to him. 

(4) His whole family was mad. 

(5) Joseph’s brothers threw him in a pit. 

(6) His brothers sold him as a servant in Egypt. 

(7) Joseph became manager of the house and property of Potiphar, a powerful 

man in Egypt. 

(8) Potiphar’s wife lied about Joseph; he was put in prison.  

(9) Joseph was given an important job in prison. 

(10) Joseph waited and waited to be let out of prison.  

(11) Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams. 

(12) Joseph became the second most important man in Egypt. 

Say • Joseph knew God was always with him. • Who is always with us? God is always 

with us.  



October 18 – Moses & The Burning Bush Exodus 1:8–2:10,23-25; 3:1–4:20 

Years after Joseph brought his family to Egypt to save them from famine, Joseph died. 

His family stayed in Egypt, and the family grew. The family was known as Israelites 

because they came from the family of Israel (Jacob). A new pharaoh came to power. 

He did not know about the wonderful things Joseph had done for Egypt. 

The new king was afraid of the Israelites (also called Hebrews). There were so many of 

them! They might join their enemies and fight against Egypt! So the king made them 

slaves with very hard work to do. But the harder they worked, the bigger their families 

grew. The Egyptian king was desperate. 

“Kill all the baby boys!” Pharaoh told the Hebrew midwives, who helped with births. 

“Let the girls live, but kill the boys!” But the midwives feared God more than they feared 

Pharaoh. They let the boys live. Pharaoh became angrier. “Throw every Hebrew baby 

boy into the Nile River!” he commanded. 

Then a special baby was born. His mother hid him until she could no longer hide him. 

She put her baby boy in a basket and set it along the banks of the Nile. His older sister, 

Miriam, stayed nearby and watched the basket. 

Soon Pharaoh’s daughter, the princess, went to the river to bathe. She found the 

baby in the basket and felt sorry for him. Miriam offered to find a woman to nurse the 

baby until he was older. “Go!” said Pharaoh’s daughter. Miriam brought her mother. 

The princess paid Moses’ mother to care for him. The princess named the baby Moses 

because she drew him out of the water. 

Moses never forgot that he was born a Hebrew. He saw how his people were poor 

and were forced to work very hard. One day Moses saw an Egyptian beating a 

Hebrew. Moses killed the Egyptian. Pharaoh found out and was angry. 

Moses ran away to a place called Midian (MID ih uhn), where he worked as a 

shepherd for many years. The Israelite people in Egypt were still miserable, and they 

cried out to God. God heard their groaning. He planned to use Moses to answer their 

prayers. 

One day after the pharaoh had died, while Moses was with the flock in the wilderness, 

he saw a burning bush. The Angel of the Lord was in the fire, and the bush was not 

burning up. How strange! Moses was curious and he went to look. Suddenly, God called 

from the bush, “Moses, Moses!” 

Moses replied, “Here I am.” God said, “Take off your sandals. This is holy ground. I have 

seen how My people are suffering. I want you to lead them out of Egypt to a good land 

I have for them. First, lead them into the wilderness so they can worship Me.” 

Moses doubted. He wondered if the Israelites even remembered God. “What if they 

ask for Your name?” Moses asked. “What should I tell them?” 

“I AM WHO I AM,” God said. “Tell them: I AM has sent me to you.” God was saying 

that He exists, that He never changes, and that He lives forever. 



God warned that leading the people out of Egypt would not be easy. Pharaoh would 

not let them go. But after miracles that God would perform, Pharaoh would let them 

go. 

Moses was still stubborn. “What if they don’t believe me and will not leave with me?” 

he asked. God gave Moses three miracles to perform to prove that God was with him. 

First, God turned Moses’ staff into a snake. Then He made Moses’ hand turn white with 

leprosy. Finally, God told Moses that if he poured water from the Nile onto the ground, it 

would turn into blood. 

“Lord,” Moses said, “I am not good at speaking. Please, send someone else.” God 

was angry with Moses for asking God to send someone else, but He agreed to send 

Moses’ brother, Aaron, with him.  

The Israelites were suffering. They cried out to God and He heard their prayers. God 

was sending Moses to save them. 

Christ Connection: God saved Moses for a special purpose: to rescue His people. The 

calling of Moses points to a greater calling and rescue—the call of Jesus to come to 

earth to save God’s people from their sin. Moses and Jesus both obeyed God’s 

commands in order to carry out His plan of salvation. Moses delivered God’s people 

from physical captivity; Jesus delivered God’s people from captivity to sin. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Create a Hero 
Paper, crayons, long piece of paper 

To make this activity a game, allow kids to cross the room quickly, draw for 30 seconds, return, and pass 

the marker to the next kid. 

Guide kids to draw a picture of a hero. Ask kids to share about their pictures. Ask 

them to share if their hero is powerful and what makes their hero powerful. 

Say  God uses people in His plan like Moses, people like us. God uses people who 

aren’t powerful because it makes Him look strong. 

God is the only One who has the power we need in every area of our lives, the 

power to free us from the captivity of our sin. 

God rescued Moses from Pharaoh because God had a plan for Moses’ life. Moses 

wasn’t the biggest hero in this story. The all-powerful God was! We aren’t the heroes 

of our story either, but when we obey God even in our weakness, we show the world 

that He is strong. 

Why did God save Moses? God saved Moses to rescue His people from captivity. 

Ask kids to write over their drawings Only God is all-powerful and has the power to 

free me from sin. 



2. Finding Moses 

Choose a volunteer to play the part of a detective. Instruct the rest of the kids to 

stand shoulder to shoulder in a line or circle. Invite the detective to look closely 

because in a moment someone will be missing. Tell the detective that the person 

missing will be “Moses.” The detective must stand in the corner facing the wall. 

Quietly choose someone to play Moses. Tell the kids to swap places and hide Moses 

behind them. The detective must guess who is Moses. Repeat with a new detective 

and Moses. 

Say  Moses was hidden from Pharaoh as a child and then ran from Pharaoh as an 

adult, but God had big plans for him. Why did God save Moses? God saved Moses 

to rescue His people from captivity. 

 

3. Burning Bush 
construction paper or heavyweight paper, orange, red, and yellow tissue paper, black or brown 

marker (1 per kid) 

Distribute a piece of white construction paper or heavyweight paper. Encourage 

kids to use a black or brown marker to trace one hand with fingers spread apart on 

the paper. Instruct them to shade in the handprint. Provide small squares of orange, 

red, and yellow tissue paper to each child. Demonstrate how to put a small dot of 

glue in the center of a piece of the tissue paper. Outline the handprint, which is the 

bush, with the tissue paper squares, which is the fire. Show the kids how to fluff the 

edges of each square to give the picture a 3-D look.  

Say  God spoke to Moses through a bush that was on fire but didn’t burn. God 

saved Moses as a child, so he would rescue God’s people. Why did God save 

Moses? God saved Moses to rescue His people from captivity. 

 
4. Review Questions 

Leader  We have to make sure we remember what we learned. I’m going to add 

some questions I have to my field notes. Hey, maybe you all can help me. Did you 

pay attention to the Bible story? Here are a few questions: 

Where did Moses’ mom put him when she couldn’t hide him anymore? (in a 

basket along the reeds of the Nile River, Exodus 2:3) 

Who found Baby Moses? (Pharaoh’s daughter, Exodus 2:5-6) 

Where did Moses grow up? (Pharaoh’s palace, Exodus 2:10) 

Why did Moses leave Egypt? (Pharaoh was angry, Exodus 2:15) 

What did Moses do in Midian? (tended sheep, Exodus 3:1) 

How did God appear to Moses? (in a bush on fire that didn’t burn up, Exodus 3:2) 



What did God tell Moses? (go to Pharaoh and rescue God’s people, Exodus 

3:10) 

Who rescued His people from slavery to sin? (Jesus)  

Well done! You were paying attention. These questions also bring us back to the big 

picture question. Why did God save Moses? God saved Moses to rescue His people 

from captivity. 

 

5. Missions Story 
maple leaf cut from red construction paper, Getting There Is Half the Fun printed on it. 

mission story courtesy of www.namb.net 

Leader  I wonder if there is anything else in here. [Large group leader digs more and 

uncovers the maple leaf.] What’s this? A maple leaf? Hey, there’s writing on it. It has 

the title of a story about a missionary in Canada. 

Share the story, “Getting There Is Half the Fun.” 

Leader  Gary Smith lives and works in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. He helps start 

churches there as well as in northern Ontario and the Atlantic Provinces. Gary says: 

“Most of my travels are by car or plane. The longest one-day car trip took 17 hours. 

Sometimes I travel by train or by bus. For one mission trip we traveled by 

snowmobile! I really miss my wife and family when I am traveling, though.” 

Gary often needs perseverance as he travels, especially in wintertime. Gary 

explains: “I have had a few driving times when the road conditions were very bad. 

They were so snowy and slippery that I could barely make it up the next hill. 

However, I was in the middle of nowhere, trying to reach an area in which we had 

started a new church. I have also had to travel by plane through some serious 

storms. I have had to trust God for safety when the plane was moving around so 

much.” 

One winter, Gary and his team went to Labrador, which is the mainland portion of 

the province of Newfoundland in eastern Canada. Let’s hear about that trip from 

Gary. 

“On our mission trip, we wanted to find people who would work with us to start Bible 

studies. We needed snowmobiles because some of the communities did not have 

roads. They could only be reached by snowmobile or snow plane. The easiest way 

to reach one place was to cross the frozen lake and then follow the trail through the 

forest. We were riding with two people on each snowmobile. The man driving my 

snowmobile was driving too fast. I was really praying that he would get the 

snowmobile slowed back down before we crashed. He barely made the turn off the 

ice and into the forest without hitting some trees! 

“We built a good reputation with a First Nations village. First Nations are the tribes 



who lived in Canada before Europeans came there. We found several villages that 

needed Bible studies. We did not have any baptisms on that trip. However, in the 

north we have had teams that did not have enough water, so they baptized 

people by covering them with snow! Yes, winter conditions require perseverance!”  

Wow! Moses had to go through some tough times too, but his life had purpose. Why 

did God save Moses? God saved Moses to rescue His people from captivity. 

 

6. Rescue Me Game 

Leader  How about a game where one of you will be the rescuer? Would anyone 

like to volunteer? 

Choose two volunteers. One will be the “captive” while the other is the “rescuer.” 

Tell the rescuer to face away from the other kids. The “captive” should go to a 

corner. Secretly choose someone to be the “key.” That person must shout out, “I am 

the key!” The rescuer then turns around. She has three tries to figure out who is the 

key. After each guess, she may turn away from the crowd and ask for the key to 

shout “I am the key” again. If she correctly guesses the key, she rescues the captive. 

Play again if time allows.  

Leader  In the game, we had a captive—like the Israelite nation. Like Moses, one 

person was the rescuer. More importantly, one person was the key to free the 

captive. We have a key that frees us from captivity to sin. His name is Jesus. We are 

free from punishment for our sin when we put our trust in Him. 

 

7. Build a City 

Tape off a square on the floor in an open spot across the room from the blocks shelf. 

Tell kids they must build only within the square. Boys and girls will build a city, but they 

must move the blocks across the room to build.  

Say  In today’s story from the Bible, Pharaoh made God’s people work very hard, 

like slaves. They built cities for him, carrying heavy bricks, which they also had to 

make. Pretend these blocks are heavy bricks and move them to [indicate an open 

spot in the room]. Build a city with the blocks.  

 

  



October 25 – Ten Commandments Exodus 19:1–20:21; 31:18; 32:1-35; 34:1-9 

Three months after the Israelites left Egypt, they came into the Wilderness of Sinai 

(SIGH nigh). They camped in front of the mountain. God had a plan to make the 

Israelites His special people. Moses went up the mountain to God. God called to him 

from the mountain: “This is what you should tell the Israelites: ‘You have seen what I did 

to the Egyptians and how I rescued you and brought you to Me. If you listen carefully to 

Me and you keep My covenant, you will be My people.’ ” God was making a covenant 

with the people. 

Moses went back to the people and told them what God had said. They agreed on 

the covenant. All the people responded together, “We will do all that the Lord has 

spoken.” So Moses went back to talk to God. 

“I am going to come to you in a dense cloud,” God explained. “I want the people to 

hear Me speak to you, so that they will believe you.” Moses got the people ready. On 

the third day, thunder and lightning rumbled! A thick cloud came upon the mountain, 

and a loud trumpet sounded. Everyone in the camp shuddered. Then Moses brought 

the people out of the camp to meet God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 

God came down the mountain in a fire, and smoke covered the mountain. The 

mountain shook and the sound of the trumpet got louder and louder. God told the 

people not to come up the mountain. Then God gave Moses the Ten Commandments:  

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place 

of slavery. Do not have other gods besides Me. Do not make an idol for yourself. Do not 

misuse the name of the Lord your God. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. Do not murder. Do not commit adultery. Do not 

steal. Do not give false testimony against your neighbor. Do not covet your neighbor’s 

possessions.” 

The people heard God speaking to Moses, and they were afraid. They heard the law 

God gave them. “Let God talk to you,” they said, “then tell us what He said. Do not let 

God speak to us, or we will die.” 

“Do not be afraid,” Moses said. “God wants you to fear Him, so that you will not sin.” 

The people stood still and Moses approached the thick darkness where God was. 

Moses was on the mountain for 40 days. When God was finished speaking to Moses on 

Mount Sinai, He gave him two stone tablets that God had written on with His own finger.  

The Israelites, however, were getting impatient. Moses seemed to be on the mountain 

forever! Where was he? What was taking so long? “We need a god to lead us because 

we don’t know where Moses is,” they said. So the people made a gold calf that they 

could worship. 

God told Moses what the people had done, and Moses rushed down the mountain. 

He carried the two stone tablets. When Moses got closer to the camp and saw that the 

people were dancing before the gold calf, he became very angry! He threw down the 

stone tablets, smashing them at the bottom of the mountain. Then he took the calf they 



made and destroyed it. 

“What were you thinking?” Moses asked. 

Moses saw that the people had sinned. He went up to talk to God. “Please forgive 

them,” Moses said. God wanted to make the people pay for their sin, so He inflicted a 

plague on them.  

God made Moses two more stone tablets to replace the ones Moses had broken. 

God spoke to Moses: “Yahweh is a compassionate and gracious God … but He will not 

leave the guilty unpunished.” 

Moses bowed down and worshiped God. “Lord, please go with us,” he said. “Forgive 

our sin, and accept us as Your people.” 

Christ Connection: God made a covenant with His people: If you obey Me, you will be 

My people. (Exodus 19:5-6) But the people did not obey God. They sinned against God, 

and Moses asked God to forgive them. Moses acted as their mediator, or advocate, 

before God. When we sin, Jesus is our Mediator. Through Jesus, we are forgiven of our 

sins. God is pleased with us because He looks at Jesus, who never sinned. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Boundary Line 
masking or painter’s tape, ball or inflated balloon 

Option: Ask the kids to tap the ball up in the air for a specific number of times instead of a minute time. 

Tape a line on the floor or place cones or other markers around the room to 

establish a boundary line. Give kids a ball or inflated balloon. Challenge the boys 

and girls to toss the ball in the air and keep it up for two minutes. Point out the 

boundary lines that kids and the ball must stay within.  

Say  Was it hard to stay inside the boundary lines? Was it tempting to cross the 

boundary in order to keep the ball in the air? 

The Israelites were given some different types of boundary lines in today’s Bible story. 

The first was a physical boundary line that only Moses was allowed to cross. The 

Israelites were also given laws which were like boundary lines for how to treat God 

and others. Listen closely to hear both of these types of boundary lines in our Bible 

story. 

 

2. Paper Plate Carry 
paper plates, safety cones or other items to create an obstacle course 

Options: Write the commandments on each plate. 

Lead kids to walk the obstacle course 10 times, once for each commandment. 



Create an obstacle course for kids to walk around. Instruct each kid to hold a paper 

plate flat on one palm. The other hand must remain behind her back. Challenge 

each kid to carry her paper plate through the obstacle course without dropping it. It 

must rest flatly on her palm without any assistance. Kids may not cup their hands to 

carry the plates. If a kid makes it all the way through the obstacle course without 

dropping a plate, play another round. On the second round, kids must carry a plate 

on each hand. 

Say  Was everyone able to walk through the obstacle course without dropping a 

plate? Do you always obey all Ten Commandments? Why not? 

Did the Israelites obey all the commandments? No. They sinned almost immediately 

after God gave them the commandments. 

Why did God give His people the Ten Commandments? God is holy and wants His 

people to be holy. 

God wants us to follow His commands. His commands help us understand that we 

need Jesus to be our Savior. We haven’t perfectly kept every command like Jesus 

did. 

 

3. Shadow Art 
black construction paper - cut in half, pencils, scissors, flashlight - 1 for leader 

Tip: For safety reasons, do not turn off all lights in a room of kids. Dim the lights, only turn off a section of 

lights, open window coverings, or open doors to allow hallway light to shine inside. 

Say  Why did God give His people the Ten Commandments? God is holy and wants 

His people to be holy. 

Lead kids to write the word HOLY in block style or other thick letter style on a piece 

of construction paper. Cut out the word HOLY. Demonstrate how to shine a flashlight 

just below the cut out word to create a shadow on the wall, floor, or ceiling.  

Say  When God’s people are holy, they are showing other people that God is holy. 

They are a shadow or image to the world of what God is like; they demonstrate 

God’s holiness for others to see. 

Encourage kids to place their shadow art where they will see it every day as a 

reminder of what God wants His people to be. 

 

4. Which Love? 
2 buckets, 5 pieces of paper, marker and tape 

Tape a starting line and place two buckets a few feet away. Place a sign in front of 

one bucket that says, Love God. Place a sign in front of the other bucket that says, 



Love Others. Explain that in today’s story God gave the Israelites 10 commands or 

rules. Each command tells us how we should and should not treat God, or how we 

should and should not treat others. Line up the kids single file behind the starting line. 

Give the first kid three paperwads. Read one of the Ten Commandments in any 

order, and encourage the kid to try to throw at least one of the paperwads in the 

correct bucket. Repeat with the next kid. Continue as time allows. 

Say  Jesus tells us in the New Testament that all the commandments really come 

down to two rules: love God and love others. 

 

5. Commandment Hands 

Distribute a piece of paper to each kid. Demonstrate how to fold the paper in half 

widthwise. Instruct each kid to place the paper in front of her with the fold to her 

left. She will place her left hand on the paper with her pinkie lined up with the fold 

and her wrist against the bottom of the paper. She must keep her pinkie straight, but 

stretch out her other fingers. Trace from the bottom of the paper near her thumb 

around each finger until going straight over the pinkie to the fold. Invite each kid to 

cut out the hand print. (It should open like a card with the two pinkies attached.) 

Cut the space between the two pinkies to where the pinkies meet the palm, 

revealing all 10 fingers, but do not cut the card apart. Using the key passage 

posters, encourage the kids to write the Ten Commandments on the inside of their 

card. Decorate the hands with crayons or markers.   

Say  God gave the Israelites the Ten Commandments. The Israelites were supposed 

to remember and obey the commandments. Why did God give His people the Ten 

Commandments? God is holy and wants His people to be holy.  

6. Review Questions 

Leader  Why did God give His people the Ten Commandments? God is holy and 

wants His people to be holy. Review with me what we have learned so far on our 

camel trek here at Moses’ Sinai Adventures Tour Company. 

Who went up the mountain to God? (Moses, Exodus 19:3) 

What covered the mountain when God came down to meet with the Israelites? 

(smoke, Exodus 19:18) 

Name one of the Ten Commandments. (Exodus 20:3-17) 

What did God write the commandments on? (two stone tablets, Exodus 31:18) 

What did the Israelites build to worship? (a golden calf, Exodus 32:4) 

What did Moses do when He saw the Israelites worshiping the golden calf? (He 

became angry and threw the tablets, Exodus 32:19) 



What did Moses ask God to do for the Israelites? (He asked God to forgive them and 

accept them as His people, Exodus 32:30-32) 

Why did God give His people the Ten Commandments? God is holy and wants His 

people to be holy. 

 

7. Missions Story 

mission story courtesy of www.kidsonmission.org 

Leader  Most camel tours and camel caravans are in countries where most of the 

people aren’t Christians. They don’t believe Jesus is God’s Son sent to die for our sins. 

Missionaries are needed to go to these countries and tell the people the truth about 

Jesus. Listen to this story about a group of people from the United States who went 

to the desert to tell people about Jesus.  

Share the story “Eight Hours to the Oasis” with boys and girls. 

Leader  A team of volunteers went from the United States to West Africa to tell the 

Kanuri people about Jesus. They wanted to go prayerwalking—you know, praying 

while walking. You can walk through your neighborhood too and begin praying for 

your neighbors. Well, these volunteers wanted to pray for the Kanuri people. Sad to 

say, they weren’t allowed to go to some of the villages they hoped to visit. So, the 

missionaries took them on an eight-hour trip to a desert oasis. Picture in your mind—

hot sun, huge sand dunes, and water for thirsty travelers! The volunteers were very 

excited about the trip. They planned to prayer walk in the desert and definitely 

wanted to tell someone about Jesus. 

Whew, eight hours riding through the desert! At the oasis, they climbed to the top of 

huge dunes to look out and pray for the desert peoples. The volunteers asked God 

to show them people who wanted to hear about Jesus. Even before the volunteers 

left the United States, they thought about that. They used the church’s Vacation 

Bible School missions offering to buy some very special, small media players. The 

players had four hours of Bible stories on them from Creation to Jesus. The stories 

were in seven different languages so everyone could understand—everyone who 

lives in the Saharan desert, that is! 

After praying, the volunteers started back. And what did they see? A camel 

caravan! Yes, they were in the middle of a caravan of 150 camels and 30 drivers. 

The camel drivers were excited to take the media players and listen to the stories in 

their language. Please pray for these camel drivers (kind of like West African 

cowboys). Pray for them to listen to the stories many times and become Christians. 

Pray that they will share the stories with their families and others. 

  



November 1 - Gideon Judges 6-8 

The Israelites did what is evil in the sight of the LORD, so God allowed them to be ruled 

by Midian for seven years. The Israelites tried to hide from the Midianites in mountains 

and caves. Anytime the Israelites planted crops, the Midianites attacked them. They 

took their food and left nothing for them to eat. The Midianites took away their sheep, 

oxen, and donkeys. Israel became poor. They remembered how good life was when 

they loved and obeyed God. They cried out to God, “Save us!” 

 

God sent a prophet to them. A prophet is someone who speaks for God. The prophet 

said to them: “God wants me to remind you of all the things He has done for you. He 

brought you out of Egypt and saved you from slavery! He told you not to worship the 

gods of the land you were living in, but you disobeyed God!” 

 

The Angel of the LORD came and sat under an oak tree. The Angel of the LORD 

appeared to Gideon and said, “The LORD is with you, mighty warrior!” 

 

Gideon was afraid. His family was the weakest family in his tribe, and he was the 

youngest son in the family. But the LORD chose Gideon to deliver the Israelites from the 

power of Midian. He assured Gideon, “I will be with you.” 

 

That night, God told Gideon to tear down the altar to Baal, a false god. Gideon was 

then to build an altar and sacrifice a bull on it. So Gideon obeyed God, but Gideon did 

it at night because he was afraid of the men in the city.  

 

The next day, the men in the city saw that the altar to Baal was torn down. “Who did 

this?” they asked. When they found out Gideon had torn down the altar, they wanted 

to kill him. Gideon’s father stopped them. “Let Baal defend himself,” he said. 

 

Sometime later, God’s Spirit was with Gideon, and Gideon blew the ram’s horn. All of 

the men in Gideon’s tribe and in the northern tribes gathered behind him, ready to 

fight. Gideon still wanted a sign from God. “If You will deliver Israel by my hand, as You 

say, I will put fleece on the ground. If the fleece is wet with dew, but the ground is dry, I 

will believe You.” That is exactly what happened—the fleece was so wet Gideon 

squeezed enough water out of it to fill a bowl! Again, Gideon asked for a sign. This time, 

the fleece was dry and the ground was wet. 

 

God told Gideon that he had too many people with him. They let anyone who was 

afraid to go to battle go home. Many of the people left. There were 10,000 remaining. 

“That’s still too many,” God said. God made a test for the people. All of them were to 

go to the river to drink the water. Anyone who lapped the water with his tongue was 

sent home, but whoever knelt and used his hand to bring up the water could stay. 

Three hundred men remained.  

 

The next day, they carried torches, blew their trumpets, and shattered the pitchers 

that were in their hands. The men ran down toward the Midianite camp. God turned 



the swords of the Midianites against each other. Everyone in the Midianite army ran 

away. 

 

Gideon invited the people of Ephraim to join in the battle. They pursued the Midianites 

and killed some of them. Gideon and the 300 men continued across the Jordan. They 

were very tired. Gideon pursued the kings of Midian and killed them. 

 

The Israelites said to Gideon, “Rule over us, for you delivered us from the Midianites.” 

 

“I will not rule over you,” Gideon said. “God will rule over you.” Gideon told the 

people to bring him the golden earrings they had taken from the spoil. He used the 

gold to make an ephod. Gideon sinned by making the ephod, and after Gideon died, 

the Israelites bowed down to it.  They did not remember the LORD their God who had 

delivered them from the power of their enemies. 

 

Christ Connection: The Israelites cried out to God because they knew they could not 

save themselves. Even Gideon was not enough to save them; God used Gideon to save 

His people but God fought the battle for them. The people needed someone who was 

mighty to save. Jesus Christ came to save us from sin because we cannot save 

ourselves. Only God, through Christ, can save us. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. God’s Calling 

 Say • How should we respond to God’s calling? We should obey God and trust Him to 

help us. 

Ask all kids to stand up. Explain that you will read a statement. If the statement 

describes Gideon, kids should stand on their right leg. If the statement describes Jesus, 

kids should stand on their left leg.  

I am the youngest son in my family. (Gideon) 

I am from the tribe of Judah. (Jesus) 

I am from the weakest family in my tribe. (Gideon) 

I healed many people. (Jesus) 

I asked God for a sign. (Gideon) 

I blew a ram’s horn to gather the tribes together to fight the Midianites. (Gideon) 

I tore down an altar to a false god. (Gideon) 

I threw the money changers out of My Father’s house. (Jesus) 

God used me to save the Israelites from Midian. (Gideon) 

God sent me to save His people from sin. (Jesus) 

 

2. Water Test 

Provide two large bowls with water. Invite the kids to figure out how they could drink 

the water without using a cup or other item. They may only talk about it. They may 

not try it. Before class, ask the kids to share ideas. If a kid guesses “by sticking your 



tongue in it” or “using your hands to make a cup,” allow her to demonstrate. If no 

one gives one or both of the methods, invite a leader to demonstrate them.  

 

Say • God tested the Israelite army by seeing how they would drink water. We’ll find 

out more about that test in just a moment.  

 

3. Empty the Fleece 

Form two or more groups. Use a small towel or washcloth as fleece. Provide a large 

bowl and small bowl for each group. Fill the large bowls with water. Tape a start line. 

For each group, place one large bowl beside one small bowl several feet from the 

start line. Ask each group to line up single file behind the start line in front of one set 

of bowls. Place the small towel or washcloth in the large bowl filled with water. 

When you signal teams to begin, the first kid in each line should run to the large 

bowl, grab the cloth, and then squeeze the water out into the small bowl. He should 

then put the cloth back in the large bowl and run back to the group, tagging the 

next kid in line. 

Kids continue the relay until one group’s small bowl is full of water. 

 

 Say • God called Gideon to be a judge over Israel. He used the fleece to prove His 

calling. How should we respond to God’s calling? We should obey God and trust Him 

to help us.  

 

4. Torch Craft 

Distribute a piece of brown construction paper to each kid. Demonstrate how to 

start at one corner of the piece of paper and roll it down the edge, creating a cone 

shape. Invite the kids to tape or glue the small end of the cone to hold it together. 

Allow the kids to stuff yellow, red, and orange tissue paper into the larger end to 

make “fire.” 

 

Say • God called Gideon to free the Israelites. God used Gideon to lead 300 men 

with a trumpet, pitcher, and a torch. How should we respond to God’s calling? We 

should obey God and trust Him to help us.  

 

5. Missions  

Leader • Have you ever felt like Gideon, like you weren’t sure if you could do 

something someone has asked you to do? I know I certainly feel that way about 

competing tonight. Gideon’s story reminds me of a missions story. Read the missions 

story, “You Can Do It!” to the kids. 

 

Leader • Every day in his middle school English class, Mark Wilmore would sit and 

fret, praying that the teacher would not ask him to read aloud. He was always very, 

very shy. 



 

YOU CAN DO IT 

Mark was a Christian. When he trusted Jesus, though, he tried to make things very 

clear with God: “I am not going to share my faith with anybody.” As time went by, 

God started to help Mark get over his shyness. God also helped him realize that 

telling others about Jesus is every Christian’s duty. Eventually, that shy guy from 

English class learned to tell other people about Jesus. Once again, though, he tried 

to make a deal with God: “I’ll tell people around here about Jesus, but I am not 

going anywhere else to do that.” 

 

If only the people who knew Mark Wilmore back in that English class could see him 

now! Not only did Mark learn to share his faith in Jesus, but Mark serves as a 

missionary in Asia. Today, Mark stands in front of groups of Asian Christians and trains 

them to plant churches and tell others about Jesus. God helped Mark get over his 

shyness, leave the United States, and learn a very difficult language. God has given 

him the confidence to teach people on the other side of the world. When you are 

following the path that God wants you to follow, He will give you everything you 

need for the journey. How should we respond to God’s calling? We should obey 

God and trust Him to help us. 

 

  



November 8 – David & Jonathan 1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42 

 

David, the youngest son of Jesse from Bethlehem, had done the seemingly 

impossible. With a sling and a stone, David killed Goliath, the mighty Philistine warrior. 

 

David lived at the king’s palace. Jonathan, the son of King Saul, became best friends 

with David. Jonathan gave gifts to David: his robe, military tunic, sword, bow, and belt. 

 

David was successful at everything Saul asked him to do, and Saul made David a 

high officer in his army. But Saul didn’t love David like Jonathan did. In fact, Saul was 

jealous of David’s success, and he wanted to kill David. Saul even asked Jonathan to kill 

David! Jonathan really liked David, so he warned him, “My father wants to kill you. Go 

hide in a safe place until I can talk to him.” 

 

The next morning, Jonathan talked to Saul about David. “Why would you want to kill 

David?” Jonathan asked. “He has done nothing but help you.” Saul agreed and 

promised not to kill David. Jonathan told David the good news, and David returned to 

serve Saul as he had done before. 

 

But King Saul did not keep His promise very long. One day when David was playing 

the harp for Saul, Saul was bothered by an evil spirit, and he threw a spear at David. 

David escaped. He went to Jonathan and told him what had happened. 

 

“That can’t be!” Jonathan said. “My father tells me everything, and he hasn’t told 

me he wants you dead.” 

 

“It’s true,” David replied. “He didn’t tell you because he knows we are such good 

friends. He didn’t want to upset you.” 

 

“How can I help?” Jonathan asked. 

 

David came up with a plan to figure out how Saul felt about David. 

 

“The New Moon festival is tomorrow,” David explained. “I’m supposed to be at the 

meal, but I’m not going. If Saul asks where I am, tell him I asked for your permission to go 

to Bethlehem. If he gets angry, you will know he wants to kill me.” 

 

Jonathan told David that he would give him a sign so David would know how Saul 

responded. Jonathan would find David in the field and shoot three arrows. If David was 

safe, Jonathan would send his servant to get the arrows, and Jonathan would say, “The 

arrows are to the side of you!” But if Saul wanted to kill David, Jonathan would say, “The 

arrows are beyond you!” 

 



So Jonathan went to the New Moon festival with his father. When Saul sat down to 

eat, he asked, “Where’s David?” 

 

“David is in Bethlehem. I gave him permission to go,” Jonathan said. 

 

Saul became very angry. “David deserves to die!” he yelled. 

 

“Why?” Jonathan asked. “What has he done wrong?” 

 

Saul threw his spear at Jonathan, and Jonathan left the table. He was sad that his 

father wanted to kill David. 

 

The next morning, Jonathan went to the field where David was hiding. He shot three 

arrows and sent his servant to retrieve them. “The arrow is beyond you!” Jonathan 

shouted. That was Jonathan’s sign to David that Saul wanted to kill him. Jonathan sent 

his servant away, and David came out from where he was hiding. David fell to the 

ground because he was so sad. David and Jonathan cried and said their good-byes. 

 

“Take care of yourself,” Jonathan said. The two men parted ways knowing that no 

matter what, they would always be friends. 

 

Christ Connection: Jonathan was a true friend to David. Jonathan’s life gives us a 

glimpse of Jesus, the mighty friend of sinners. Jesus calls us friends (John 15:15). He 

gave up His position in heaven to come down to us, gave up His life to save us, and 

intercedes for us before God. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. I’d Rather Have a Friend 

2 hula hoops 

Explain to kids that you will call out “I’d rather have a friend” and two choices. 

Indicate which hula hoop represents the first choice and which represents the 

second choice. Kids must put a foot inside the hula hoop representing their choice.  

 

Say • I’d rather have a friend …  

 … who likes basketball or a friend who likes soccer. 

 … who is funny or a friend who is patient. 

 … who likes country music or a friend who likes pop music. 

 … who is a good singer or a friend who is a good dancer. 

 … who is honest or a friend who is loyal. 

 … who is courageous or a friend who is creative. 

 … who rides a skateboard or a friend who rides a bike. 



 

Say • Could your friend do both of the choices I gave you? Yes! None of the 

options in the game are bad options.  

What are the qualities you look for in a friend? Do you have those qualities? Today’s 

Bible story is about two friends. 

 

2. Friend Relay 

Group kids into pairs. Tape a start line and finish line several feet apart. Invite the kids 

to line up side by side with their partners behind the start line. Ask the partners to link 

arms. Give each kid a sheet of paper. Explain that each pair must race to the finish 

line with their arms linked together while balancing a piece of paper on their heads. 

If either paper comes off before they get to the finish line, the two must go back to 

the start line and begin again. If you have several kids, race in heats of three or four 

pairs at a time. 

 

Say • Did working with a friend make this game harder? Being a friend isn’t always 

easy. Two very good friends will find that out in today’s Bible story. 

3. Review Questions 

Who was David’s friend? (Jonathan, 1 Samuel 18:1) 

Who wanted David killed? (Saul; 1 Samuel 19:1; 20:31) 

Why did Saul want to kill David? (He was jealous, 1 Samuel 18:9) 

How did Jonathan warn David that it wasn’t safe for him to return? (He shot three 

arrows and told his servant to look for the arrows beyond him, 1 Samuel 20:37) 

Who is our friend? Jesus is the mighty friend of sinners.  

 

4. Friend Swap 

Choose a volunteer. Invite the remainder of the kids to form a circle and to each link 

arms with the kid to their right. Invite the volunteer to stand in the middle of the 

circle. Explain that the volunteer is going to call out a color. Anyone wearing that 

color must leave his friend and find another friend to lock arms with. The volunteer 

will also try to find a friend. The one without a friend will become the next volunteer. 

Repeat as time allows. 

 

Say • There are many ways to make a friend. However, we all have one friend. Who 

is our friend? Jesus is the mighty friend of sinners. 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Aim at a Target 

 

 

Make a target from a cardboard box. Cut a generous size hole in three sides of the 

box, making each hole different in shape or size from the others. Beside each hole, 

print how many points kids think the hole should be worth in a target practice game. 

Practice tossing beanbags into the holes. 

 

Say • Jonathan was a good archer. [See 2 Sam. 1:22.] He probably practiced 

aiming at targets. Jonathan was David’s friend. Jesus wants to be your friend. He 

died for your sins. When you are sorry for your sins and begin to trust God, Jesus will 

be your very best friend. Who is our friend? Jesus is our friend. 

 

6. Make a Stringed Instrument 

Invite kids to place rubber bands around empty corrugated boxes or plastic kitchen 

containers. Use different sizes of rubber bands. Ask kids to pluck the rubber bands. If 

you have different sizes of rubber bands, investigate how the length, thickness, and 

tension affect whether the sound is high or low.  

 

Pluck one of the rubber bands and point out that it vibrates. Tell kids to touch the 

front of their throats and say something. Explain that what they feel is their vocal 

chords vibrating, just as the rubber bands vibrate to make sounds.  

 

Say • A harp is played in the same way as plucking the rubber bands. David played 

a harp for King Saul.  

 

  

cardboard box 

beanbags or soft rubber balls 

marker 

 



November 15 – Elijah & Prophets of Baal 1 Kings 18 

King Ahab was king over Israel. He was an evil king, leading the Israelites away from 

God. They worshiped Baal (BAY uhl), a false god, instead. The things King Ahab did 

made God angry, and God caused a drought. The drought would show King Ahab 

and all the people that God—not Baal—is powerful and in control of all things. 

 

A drought made life very hard. No rain or dew fell in the land. Without rain, people 

could not grow crops in the fields. The lakes and rivers dried up. Finally, after three years, 

God was ready to send rain. 

 

God used a prophet named Elijah to send a message to King Ahab. When Ahab met 

Elijah, Ahab said, “Is that you, troubler of Israel?” King Ahab blamed Elijah for the 

drought and the hard times in the land. 

 

“You have caused this trouble by disobeying God and worshiping false gods,” Elijah 

replied. Then Elijah invited King Ahab, the Israelites, and all of the people who 

worshiped Baal to gather at Mount Carmel. 

 

Elijah stood in front of the crowd and said, “Make up your minds! If you believe the 

Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, then follow him.” 

 

Elijah set up a challenge to show who the one true God is. The worshipers of Baal set 

up an altar for their false god. They prepared a bull and put it on their altar. 

 

“You call to Baal,” Elijah told the people, “and ask him to send fire to your altar. I will 

call on the Lord. The God who answers by fire is the one true God.” 

 

The worshipers of Baal agreed. From morning until noon, they cried out to Baal. “Baal, 

answer us!” But no one answered. The people danced and cried and cut their bodies. 

Still, no one answered. 

 

Elijah gathered the people around him. He dug a trench around his altar, prepared a 

bull, and put it on a pile of wood. Then Elijah asked for four jars of water to be poured 

on the wood. When the wood and the bull were wet, he asked for more water. A third 

time, water was poured over the altar, and it ran down and filled the trench. 

 

Then Elijah prayed to God, “Answer me, Lord! Answer me so that these people will 

know that You, Yahweh, are God.” 

 

God answered Elijah. He sent fire from the sky, and the fire burned up the bull and 

the wood and the stones and the dust. It burned up the water that was in the trench. 

There was no doubt that the Lord is the one true God. 

 

The men who had worshiped Baal fell on their faces and said, “Yahweh, He is God! 

Yahweh, He is God!” Then Elijah killed all the people who worshiped Baal. 



Elijah saw a little cloud over the sea. Then God sent rain. The sky grew dark with 

clouds, and there was a great rain. Yahweh ended the drought and proved that He is 

the one true God. 

 

Christ Connection: Elijah called on the power of God to prove to the worshipers of 

Baal that Yahweh is the one true God. By sending fire from heaven, God displayed His 

great power. God would use His power years later to raise Jesus from the dead, showing 

that Jesus is the Son of God. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Twelve Cups Relay 

You can form teams or allow kids to play as one team. You will need one set of cups 

for each team. Stack all of the cups together and place them on one side of the 

room.  
 

When instructed to start, the first kid must remove a cup from the stack and carry it 

across the room. When he returns, the next kid can go. See how long it takes to 

move all 12 cups. To increase the challenge, place cotton balls or feathers inside 

the cups and challenge kids to carry the cups without losing any of the contents. 

 

Say • How many cups did you have to transport? (12) In our Bible story, 12 

containers of water were used for something unusual. Listen closely to discover how 

the 12 containers of water were used. 

 

2. Angry List  

Tape a large piece of paper to the wall. Invite kids as they arrive to write or draw 

things on the paper that make them angry. Take a few minutes to talk about why 

those things make them angry. 

 

Say • Do you know something that makes God angry? Sin. Today, we will see how 

one king’s sin really made God angry. 

 

 

3. Only One 

Divide the room into two halves. Call out a real or fake book of the Bible. Tell the kids to 

move to the right side of the room if they believe the first book is real and to the left side 

if they believe the second book is real. Use the examples below or make up your own. 

When finished, take a few minutes to read over the books of the Bible. 

Cups, 12 per team 

Cotton balls or feathers (optional) 



• Abraham or Jude (Jude) 

• 1 Chronicles or 1 Moses (1 Chronicles) 

• Israelites or Ecclesiastes (Ecclesiastes) 

• Elijah or Isaiah (Isaiah) 

• Titus or Paul (Titus) 

• Judas or James (James) 

• Hosea or Isaac (Hosea) 

Say • Between the two choices you were given, only one was a real book of the Bible. 

In the same way, there is only one real God. Who is the one true God? Yahweh is 

the one true God. 

4. Review Questions 

Invite the kids to answer the following questions: 

1. What false god did King Ahab and the Israelites worship? (Baal, 1 Kings 

18:18) 

2. Because King Ahab disobeyed God, what did God send to Israel? (a 

drought, 1 Kings 17:1) 

3. Who did God send as a messenger to King Ahab? (Elijah, 1 Kings 18:1) 

4. What contest between Baal and Yahweh did Elijah suggest? (The 

prophets of Baal would offer a sacrifice to their god, and Elijah would offer 

a sacrifice to Yahweh. The god who sent fire to consume the sacrifice 

would be the one true God; 1 Kings 18:23-24) 

5. Where did this contest take place? (Mount Carmel, 1 Kings 18:19) 

6. Who is the one true God? Yahweh is the one true God. 

7. How did God use His power to show that Jesus is the Son of God? (God 

used His power to raise Jesus from the dead, showing that Jesus is the Son 

of God.) 

5. Missions Story #1 

Leader • Can you say our big picture question and answer? Who is the one true 

God? Yahweh is the one true God. Wonderful! Many people do not know that 

Yahweh is the one true God. Some do not even have Bibles to read about Him. We 

can pray that these people will learn about Yahweh, the one true God. 

Read the following missions story, “Is That God?” 

 

Leader • Bill, a member of a church in Orlando, Florida, went to Madagascar and 

worked with Jeremy, a missionary. They headed out to a village in the countryside; 

they drove part of the way, and then they had to park and walk for an hour. They 

found the village and two teenage boys. Within minutes, 10 more people 

appeared. Older women brought mats for Bill and Jeremy so they could sit on the 

ground and visit with the people. 

Twenty more people showed up. They were from the Antemoro people group who 

live off the land—caring for fruit trees, coffee, rice fields, cattle, pigs, chickens, and 

so forth. When they need water, they simply dig a well. None of the Antemoro 



children go to school. 

 

Jeremy asked, “Do you worship God or have a church?” They said no. When asked 

if they had heard of Jesus, one asked, “Is that God?” One man in the group could 

read, so Jeremy and Bill gave him a Bible written in a language that he could 

understand. Please pray for the man to understand the Bible when he reads it and 

to share what he learns with everyone in his village. Pray that they will soon learn for 

themselves that yes, Jesus is God! 

6. Go Around and Around 

Guide kids to walk in a circle using different types of motions you call out: walk fast, 

slowly, lightly, heavily; stomp; toddle like a baby. Let them make up other ways to 

walk. 

 

Say • The prophets of Baal walked around their altar calling to him, crying out, and 

dancing. Do you think Baal heard them? Why not? (Baal wasn’t real. He wasn’t 

God.) 

7. Talk About Anger 

Say • Does anything make you angry? [Listen to responses, if any.] If you told the 

truth and people didn’t believe you, would you be angry? Do you think God is ever 

angry? God told people the truth about the world and about Himself. Some people 

don’t listen. They decide not to believe the truth. Some people pretend to love God 

but don’t act like it. These things make God angry. 

God is our Creator. He shows His power. He gives us what we need. He deserves all 

our thanks. God deserves ALL the glory. He will not share His glory with anyone or 

anything else. He protects His name. When people worship idols or anything else 

that isn’t God, God is angry. (Isaiah 42:8) Who is the one true God? Yahweh is the 

one true God. 

 

8. “Build An Altar” Relay 

Form two teams to build “altars.” Place blocks or boxes at the beginning line and 

help kids one at a time carry a block to stack in a pile. Count each block. Cheer for 

every effort. No losers! Play again, trying to build faster each time. 

 

Say • The number 12 is used often in the Bible. Elijah built his altar using 12 stones—

one for each tribe of Israel. 
 

Note: If It seems that the prophets are filled with God's anger and punishment and that doesn't fit with a good and loving 

God, reread Romans 1. 



November 22 – Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego Daniel 3 

Nebuchadnezzar (NEB yoo kad NEZ uhr) was the king of Babylon. He did not worship 

God; he worshiped false gods. Nebuchadnezzar made a tall statue out of gold. It was 

about as tall as a nine-story building! The statue stood in Babylon where everyone could 

see it. King Nebuchadnezzar called for all of the important officials in Babylon to come 

and stand around the new statue. 

 

Then one of the king’s heralds made an important announcement: “When you hear 

the sound of music, you must fall down and worship this gold statue. Anyone who does 

not obey this rule will be thrown into a fiery furnace!” 

 

The rule was for everyone in Babylon. So when the people heard the sound of music, 

they fell down and worshiped the gold statue like the king commanded. But not 

everyone bowed down and worshiped the statue. Three men from Judah—who had 

been renamed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—refused to bow down to a 

statue. 

 

Some men went to King Nebuchadnezzar to complain about Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego. They did not like these men from Judah who did not obey their king. 

 

“You have made a rule for all the people,” they reminded the king. “But some of the 

men from Judah do not bow down and worship your statue.” 

 

This news made King Nebuchadnezzar angry! He called for the men. “Shadrach! 

Meshach! Abednego! Come here!” Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stood before 

the king. He asked them, “Is it true that you do not serve my gods or worship the gold 

statue I set up? If you do not bow down when you hear the music, I will throw you into a 

fiery furnace! Then what god could rescue you from my power?” 

 

The three friends answered, “King, we don’t need to answer your question. If the God 

we serve exists, He can rescue us from the fiery furnace. He can save us from you. But 

even if God chooses not to rescue us, we won’t serve your gods. And we won’t bow 

down and worship the gold statue.” 

 

King Nebuchadnezzar was angrier than ever! The furnace was already very hot, but 

King Nebuchadnezzar ordered his workers to make it seven times hotter! He told the 

strongest soldiers in his army to come and tie up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

and throw them into the fiery furnace. The furnace was so hot that the strong soldiers 

died when they threw in the three friends. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego fell into 

the furnace all tied up. 

 

Suddenly, King Nebuchadnezzar jumped to his feet. “Didn’t we tie up three men and 

throw them into the fire?” 

 

“Yes, King,” his advisers said. 



 

“Look!” the king shouted. “I see four men walking around in the fire. They aren’t tied 

up, and they aren’t hurt! The fourth man looks like an angel!” 

 

Nebuchadnezzar quickly went to the door of the furnace. He called out, “Shadrach, 

Meshach, Abednego—servants of the Most High God! Come here!” 

 

So, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire. The king and all his 

officials looked at them. They had not been hurt by the fire at all! Their bodies and hair 

were not burned, and their robes were not burned. They didn’t even smell like they had 

been near a fire! 

 

Nebuchadnezzar praised God. “The God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

sent an angel and rescued His servants! They trusted in Him—they were willing to die for 

Him—and He saved them!” 

 

King Nebuchadnezzar made a new law for all the people. “Anyone who says 

anything against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s God will be punished! No other 

god can save people like this!” Then the king gave Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego even more important jobs in the kingdom of Babylon. 

 

Christ Connection: Only God could rescue Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from 

the fire. Jesus is the only One who can save us from our sin. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross 

provided the way for us to be rescued and have eternal life. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Review Relay 

Box, tongs, paper, markers, 3 beanbags, 1 set per team 

Form teams and challenge each team to complete the following relay. 

1. Toss three beanbags into the fiery furnace (box). After each beanbag lands in 

the box, kids need to say the name of one of the men tossed into the fiery 

furnace. 

2. Remove the beanbags from the furnace using a pair of tongs. As they remove 

the beanbags, kids must read the big picture question and answer. 

3. Draw a picture of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from today’s Bible 

story. 

4. The entire team must shout “Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego!” 

Form new teams and play again as time allows. 

Say • How many men did Nebuchadnezzar see inside the fiery furnace? 

• Who was with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego? God was with them in the fire. 

 



2. Music Freeze 

music 

Provide simple movement commands for the kids, such as do jumping jacks, hop on 

one foot, jog in place, give high fives, and so forth. When they hear the music play, all 

the kids must freeze in their current position until the music stops. Once the music stops, 

they must immediately continue the command they were given. Invite a leader or 

another kid to start and stop the music. Play as time allows. 

 

Say • In today’s Bible story, the people in Babylon were asked to stop whatever they 

were doing when they heard music and worship a golden statue. Do you think 

everyone did? We’ll find out in a few moments. 

 

3. The Rescuer Game 

Construction paper – 1 per kid with no more than 3 of the same colour 

Make a circle of construction paper with enough pieces for each kid to stand on one, 

but only three of the same color. Tape the pieces of paper to the floor to prevent 

slipping. Invite the kids to march around the circle until commanded to stop. Once they 

stop, call out one of the colors. The kids on that color should face away from the 

remaining kids. Secretly choose one of the kids on another color to be the rescuer. 

Make sure those standing on the chosen color don’t know who it is. Invite the three to 

face the kids and ask one question before guessing who the rescuer is. They might ask, 

“Is it a boy or girl?” or “Is the rescuer wearing blue?” If they guess correctly, they remain 

in the game. If not, they sit out two rounds. 

 

Say • Each of you had to identify the right person as your rescuer. In today’s story, three 

of God’s people stood beside their rescuer. 

 

4. Review Questions 

How tall was the statue Nebuchadnezzar had built? (90 feet tall or 9 stories, Daniel 

3:1) 

When were the people supposed to bow down to the statue? (when they heard 

music, Daniel 3:5) 

What did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego do when the king told them they 

must bow down to the statue? (They refused, Daniel 3:16-18) 

How did the king punish them? (He had them thrown into a furnace, Daniel 3:20-21) 

Though three men where thrown into the fire, how many people did the king see in 

the fire? (four, Daniel 3:24-25) 

What decree did the king issue after Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out 

of the fire? (Anyone who said anything bad about their God would be punished, 

Daniel 3:29) 



Who was with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego? God was with them in the fire. 

Who is the only One who can rescue us from sin? (Jesus) 

 

5. Play a Fall Down Game 

Supplies: Horn or musical instrument 

Play a game where the kids run in place. When you blow a horn or play a musical 

sound, everybody must stop, drop to the floor, and then get up again. Start with long 

intervals between each sound and then make the intervals shorter. 

Say • In today’s story, people had to bow down every time they heard music playing 

like we did in our game. Doesn’t that make you tired? 
 

6. Changing Picture Craft Project 

Supplies: Horn or musical instrument 

Photocopy the Picture #56 in the Sparks Idea Pages back to back on cardstock at a 

4/page size. Have the students colour both pictures. Have students flip the card back 

and forth quickly, making it look like the king is appearing in the window and the angel 

of the Lord appears with Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego. 

  



November 29 – Christmas Lesson – The Shepherds  
Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-24 

 

One day God sent an angel named Gabriel to a town in Galilee called Nazareth. The 

angel went to visit a young virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to 

Joseph, a descendant of King David. 

The angel said to Mary, “Rejoice! You have found favor with God. He is with you.” 

Mary was very afraid and puzzled. Why would God find favor with her? She had done 

nothing special. 

The angel told Mary to not be afraid. He told Mary that she was going to have a very 

special and unique baby, and they would call the baby Jesus, which means “the Lord 

saves.” The angel explained that the baby would be great—He would be God’s Son! 

He would even be a king—the king God had promised would come.  

Mary asked the angel, “How can that happen? I am not married yet.” 

The angel replied, “God will be the father of the baby. The baby will be God’s Son.” 

The angel Gabriel told Mary, “Nothing will be impossible with God!” He told Mary that 

her relative Elizabeth was pregnant, even though she was old and did not have any 

children. 

Mary replied, “I belong to God. May everything happen just as you said.” Then the 

angel left her. 

Mary hurried to her relative Elizabeth’s house. When she arrived, the baby inside 

Elizabeth leaped for joy! The Holy Spirit filled Elizabeth and she said, “What an honor, 

Mary! Your baby will be blessed too!” 

Mary was so happy. She praised God with a song about how great God is. Mary knew 

every family in the future would say she was blessed because God was going to do 

great things for her through Jesus. God was keeping His promise to bless the whole 

world through Jesus. 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months. Then she went home. 

Now Joseph found out Mary was going to have a baby, but Joseph knew it was not 

his baby—Mary and Joseph were not married yet! Joseph decided to quietly divorce 

Mary so she would not be publicly disgraced. 

Soon after Joseph thought these things, an angel appeared to him in a dream. 

“Joseph!” the angel said. “Don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the 

baby she is carrying was put there by the Holy Spirit. Mary is going to have a son; name 

Him Jesus because He is going to save His people from their sins!” 

This happened just like the prophet said it would: “See, the virgin will become 

pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name Him Immanuel,” which is 



translated “God with us.” 

When Joseph woke up, he did exactly as the angel commanded. He married Mary, 

and when she had a son, Joseph named Him Jesus. 

 

Christ Connection: “Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 

conceive, have a son, and name him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). The baby Jesus fulfilled 

Isaiah’s prophecy, as well as other prophecies of the coming Savior throughout the Old 

Testament. Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus fulfilled God’s plan of 

redemption that God planned from the beginning of the world.  

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Review Questions 

- Luke 1:26,28 (Gabriel is sent to Mary.) 

- Luke 1:30-32 (Gabriel reveals God’s message that Mary will have a son named 

Jesus.) 

- Luke 1:39-41 (Mary visits Elizabeth. Elizabeth’s baby leaps.) 

- Luke 1:42-45 (Elizabeth proclaims Mary is blessed.) 

- Matthew 1:18-19 (Joseph learns Mary is pregnant and plans a quiet divorce.) 

- Matthew 1:20 (An angel appears to Joseph in a dream.) 

- Matthew 1:21-23 (The angel reveals that Isaiah’s prophecy is being fulfilled.) 

 

2. Christmas Cards 

Supplies: heavyweight paper, scissors, glue, pens, markers, or colored pencils, stickers, envelopes, 

stamps, pre-addressed address labels 

Option: Ask the church administrative assistant for a list of people who visited the church in the last 

year. Include info about upcoming church services in the cards. 

Urge boys and girls to create Christmas cards by printing the key passage on a 

piece of heavyweight paper. Choose a group to send the cards to (suggestions: 

shut-ins, residents of a local senior center, hospital patients). Help kids attach an 

address label and stamp to an envelope. 

Say  Not everyone is physically able to come to our church building, but we can 

reach out to them to remind them that God loves them and our church does too. 

All people need to hear about God’s plan to send Jesus to earth to die for our sins. 

What part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s plan? God chose Mary and Joseph to 

be the earthly parents of Jesus.  

 



3. Joy Leaping 

Group the kids into pairs. The pairs face each other. Designate one kid in each pair 

as “same” and the other as “opposite.” Instruct the kids to jump straight up four 

times together. Count together as they jump. On the fifth jump, each kid should 

come down with one foot in front of the other. If they come down with the same leg 

out, the kid designated “same” is the winner. If they come down with opposite legs 

out, the kid designated “opposite” wins. Swap partners and play again. 

Say  The baby inside Elizabeth leaped for joy when Mary came near. He didn’t leap 

because of Mary, but because of Baby Jesus. Mary and Joseph were given special 

parts in God’s plan. What part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s plan? God chose 

Mary and Joseph to be the earthly parents of Jesus. 

 

4. Praise Bells 

Supplies: chenille stems - 1 per kid, jingle bells - 1 or more per kid 

Provide each child with one chenille stem and one or more small jingle bells. Fold 

the chenille stem in half. Demonstrate how to weave the folded chenille stem 

through the handle of the bells. Sing a carol or any Christmas song, and allow the 

kids to play their bells.  

Say  Mary praised God because He chose her to be Jesus’ mother. She had a 

special part in God’s plan to save His people. What part did Mary and Joseph have 

in God’s plan? God chose Mary and Joseph to be the earthly parents of Jesus. 

 

5. Acting Out The Story 

Review the Bible story and delegate various parts to your students. Some can be 

shepherds, others can be angels, another can be Mary. 

Say  The angel said to Mary, “Don’t be afraid!” Why do you think the angel said 

that to her? How would you feel if an angel spoke to you? It was a strange thing. 

Seeing the angel might have frightened Mary.  

Practice looking afraid. When you hear the word afraid in the Bible story, make your 

“afraid” face. 

The angels told both Mary and Joseph that Mary would have a baby and they 

should name Him Jesus.   

What part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s plan? God chose Mary and Joseph 

to be the earthly parents of Jesus.  

 



January 10 – Nehemiah – Rebuilding Walls Nehemiah 1-2 

Nehemiah (NEE huh MIGH uh) was a Jew, one of God’s people. God’s people 

had lived in Babylon for many years until King Cyrus let them go home. Some of 

God’s people went home to Judah, but some of them stayed in Babylon. Soon, the 

king of Persia took over Babylon. He became the new king. Nehemiah stayed and 

worked for the king of Persia. 

 

One day, some men came from Judah. Nehemiah asked, “How are God’s 

people doing in Jerusalem?” 

 

The men had bad news. “The people are in trouble. They are ashamed. The walls 

around Jerusalem are broken down, and the gates have been burned down.” 

 

When Nehemiah heard this, he sat down and cried. Nehemiah prayed and 

fasted for several days. “Yahweh, God,” he prayed, “let Your eyes be open and 

Your ears hear my prayer. We have sinned against you. Please remember Your 

words to Moses: ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples. But if you 

return to Me and obey Me, I will gather you from the ends of the earth and bring 

you to the place I have chosen.’ Please, Lord, hear my prayer.” 

 

Nehemiah went back to serving the king, but he was still sad. The king noticed 

Nehemiah’s mood and asked Nehemiah, “What’s wrong? Why are you sad?” 

 

Nehemiah was afraid; no one was supposed to be sad around the king. 

Nehemiah told the king, “The city where my ancestors are from is in trouble. It is in 

ruins, and the gates of the city have been burned down.” 

 

“What do you want to do?” the king asked. 

 

Before Nehemiah answered the king, he prayed. Then Nehemiah said, “Please 

send me to Jerusalem so I can rebuild the city.” 

 

The king agreed to send Nehemiah to Jerusalem. He gave Nehemiah letters to 

keep him safe as he traveled. If anyone tried to stop him, Nehemiah could show 

that he had the king’s permission to go to Jerusalem. Also, the king made sure 

Nehemiah had wood to help rebuild the city gates and wall. He even sent some 

men from his army to protect Nehemiah. 

 

Nehemiah arrived safely in Jerusalem. He didn’t tell anyone why he was there. 

After three days, Nehemiah got up in the middle of the night and went to look at 

the city’s walls. Then he told the people there, “We are in trouble. The city is ruined, 

and the gates have been burned down. Come, let’s rebuild Jerusalem’s wall.” 

Nehemiah told the people how God had helped him, and he told them 

everything the king had said and done. The people said, “Let’s start building,” and 

so they did. 



 

Christ Connection: Nehemiah trusted that God would keep His promise to protect 

His people and give them a home. When we trust in Jesus, we have a home in 

heaven with God. Jesus obeyed God perfectly. He died on the cross and rose again 

so we can have a home with Him forever in heaven. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

6. I Can Help 

Supplies: Kleenexes 

Instruct kids to scatter around the room. Give each kid a facial tissue to position 

on the top of her head. Challenge kids to move across the room, keeping the 

tissues on their heads. If a player’s tissue falls off her head, she must freeze. 

Another player should approach the frozen player and say, “I can help!” and 

then position the tissue back on her head. 

 

Direct kids to move in different ways: walking slowly, walking quickly, hopping, 

skipping, tiptoeing, and so forth. 

 

Say • Today we are going to hear a Bible story about a man named Nehemiah. 

Nehemiah worked for the king of Persia. Some of Nehemiah’s friends and family 

members were living in Jerusalem. Nehemiah heard that they were in trouble, 

and he was sad. The king of Persia saw Nehemiah was sad. Do you know what 

the king said? “How can I help?” 

 

7. Crispy Bricks 

Rice Krispies treats – 1 per child 

Sharp knife 

Plastic wrap  

Allergy alert 

Purchase pre-packaged crispy rice marshmallow treats or make them using a recipe 

online. Cut the treats into small squares. Provide each kid with several of the squares, 

and encourage the kids to build a wall with the “bricks.”  

 

Kids may also choose to stack the unopened treats or cover the homemade treats 

individually in plastic wrap for kids to stack. Encourage each kid to try to remove one of 

the treats from the bottom of the stack without the rest of them falling. Once the stack 

falls, stack and play again. When finished, invite the kids to enjoy the treats as a snack.  

Say • If you think building this wall was hard, can you imagine building a real wall? We 

will see why a man named Nehemiah wanted to do just that in today’s Bible story. 

 

 



8. Rebuild It 

Use large interlocking bricks to build an elaborate structure while kids watch. Take 

pictures of the structure from various angles and ask the kids to study the pictures. 

Then, disassemble the structure. Give each kid one or more of the pieces. Ask kids to 

work together to rebuild the structure exactly as before, paying close attention to 

both the shapes and colors. 

 

Leader • Nehemiah wanted to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem. It required him 

to know and understand what the walls were going to look like. Nehemiah had 

great leadership skills, but ultimately, God helped Nehemiah lead the people to 

rebuild the walls.  

 

9. Review Questions 

What was Nehemiah’s job? (He was the king’s cupbearer.) 

Where was Nehemiah’s home? (Jerusalem) 

Why was Nehemiah sad? Nehemiah was sad because Jerusalem’s walls were 

broken. 

What did Nehemiah want the king to do? (send him to Jerusalem to rebuild the 

walls) 

If we believe in Jesus, where will we have a home? (in heaven with God) 

 

Say • God promised to keep His people safe and give them a home. God always 

keeps His promises. Jesus died on the cross for our sin so we can have a home in 

heaven. When we trust in Jesus, we will be with God forever. 

 

10. Run A Cupbearer Relay 

2 chairs, 2 small cups 

Form two teams of children. One child from each team, a “king” or “queen,” sits in a 

chair at one end of the room. Instruct the other kids, the “cupbearers,” to line up at the 

other end of the room. The first kid in each line will take the cup to her king who will 

touch the cup, and then she will bring it back to the next person in line. The first team to 

serve the king and return to the line wins! 

 

Say • Nehemiah had a special job. He was a cupbearer for the king of Persia. He 

heard some sad news about his home in Jerusalem. Why was Nehemiah sad? 

Nehemiah was sad because Jerusalem’s walls were broken. 
 

11. Build And Break Down Walls 

Large plastic blocks or Duplo blocks 

Tell the children to build a wall (no higher than a child’s chin) with wooden blocks. 

Once it is completed, count down from 10 to 1. When you get to 1, kids can break 



down the wall. Play again, but this time count from 1 to 10 to see if kids can build a wall 

to chin height before you get to 10. Continue building and rebuilding as time allows. 

 

Say • Why was Nehemiah sad? Nehemiah was sad because Jerusalem’s walls were 

broken.  
 

  



January 17 – John the Baptist Luke 1:57-80 

The time came for Elizabeth to have her baby. Elizabeth gave birth to a baby boy. 

Her neighbors and relatives celebrated with Elizabeth because God had given her a 

good gift: a son. 

 

On the day the baby was to be named, everyone thought Elizabeth and her 

husband, Zechariah, would name the baby Zechariah. But everyone was wrong. 

 

“We will call him John,” Elizabeth said. 

 

Everyone was confused. Usually new parents would name their baby after someone 

in their family. “None of your relatives has that name,” they said. 

 

Then they motioned to Zechariah and asked him what he wanted the baby’s name 

to be. Zechariah couldn’t talk; he had been mute since an angel told him Elizabeth was 

going to have a baby. So Zechariah asked for a writing tablet. Then he wrote: HIS NAME 

IS JOHN. 

 

Everyone was amazed. All of a sudden, Zechariah could talk again! He began to 

speak, and he praised God. Everyone around Zechariah was afraid, and everyone in 

the hill country in Judah started to talk about what happened. Those who heard about 

the baby John believed his story, and they said, “What special things will John do in his 

life?” God was with John. 

 

Then the Holy Spirit filled Zechariah, and God gave Zechariah words to speak. This is 

what Zechariah said: 

 

Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, because He has come and provided the 

way for His people to be saved. 

 

He has raised up a Savior for us from the family of David, just like He said He 

would do through the prophets long ago. 

 

He will save us from our enemies. 

 

God was good to our ancestors, and He always kept His promises. 

 

He has allowed us to serve Him without fear. 

 

And you, child—my son—will be a prophet of the Most High. 

 

You will go before the Lord and get the people ready. 

 

You will tell the people about forgiveness and how they can be saved from 

their sins. 



Because God is good and loving, He will send light to those who live in the 

dark. The light will guide us to the place of peace. 

 

John grew up and became spiritually strong. He lived in the wilderness until the day 

he appeared to the people in Israel and began to preach and baptize people. He 

became known as John the Baptist. 

 

Christ Connection: A long time before Jesus was born, prophets said that Jesus would 

come. The prophets also said another man would come first to say, “Jesus is almost 

here!” John the Baptist told people to turn away from their sins because Jesus was 

coming to be King over the whole world. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Birthday Scramble 

Supplies: chairs 

 

Arrange chairs in a circle. Use one less chair than the number of kids in your class. 

Choose one kid to be the caller, and instruct the rest of the kids to sit in the chairs. The 

caller will stand in the center of the circle. He will call out two months, such as “April 

and July.” Any kid whose birthday falls in either month should jump up and find an 

empty chair to sit in. The caller should also try to find a seat. The kid standing without a 

chair becomes the caller. 

 

On any turn, the caller may say, “Happy birthday, everyone!” Then everyone should 

jump up to find a new chair. Play several rounds with a new caller each round. 

 

Say • Birthdays are a time to celebrate! People celebrate when a baby is born, and 

every year friends and family members celebrate another year of life. 

In our Bible story today, friends and family members celebrated the birth of a special 

baby boy. 
 

2. Buzzing Bees 

Bottle of jar or honey 

Play a hot-and-cold game. Select a volunteer to be the “bear.” The rest of the kids will 

be the “bees.” Show the honey and tell kids that you will hide it in the room. The bear 

will try to find the honey. If the bear gets close to the hidden honey, the bees should 

buzz loudly. If the bear moves away from the honey, the bees should buzz quietly. 

 

Instruct the bear to step into the hallway with an adult helper, and then hide the 

honey in the room. Call the bear back inside and encourage the bees to guide the 

bear by buzzing loudly or quietly. Play multiple rounds if time allows. 



 

Say • In today’s Bible story, we will hear about a boy God chose for a special job. He 

grew up and started preaching in the wilderness. While he was in the wilderness, 

he ate locusts and wild honey. 
 

3. Review Questions 

Read the following statements. If kids think the statement is true, they should shout, 

“Happy birthday!” If the statement is false, kids should say, “No way!” 

 

 

Elizabeth gave birth to a son. (true, Luke 1:57) 

Elizabeth said that the baby’s name was John. (true, Luke 1:60) 

Zechariah wrote: His name is Zechariah Jr. (false, Luke 1:63) 

Zechariah was able to speak again (true, Luke 1:64) 

God was with John. (true, Luke 1:66) 

 

4. It’s A Boy! Balloons 

“It’s a Boy!” balloons or blue balloons, permanent marker, music (optional) 

Blow up a bunch of blue balloons that say, “It’s a boy!” If you don’t have such balloons, 

use a permanent marker to write It’s a boy! on blue balloons. Toss several balloons into 

the air at once. The object of the game is to keep all the balloons off the ground. Play 

music while the children play.  

 

Say • In our story today, John the Baptist was finally born! His father Zechariah 

worshiped God after his baby boy was born. 

 

5. Missions Story 

NOTE: This missions story is courtesy of the North American Mission Board. 

Lydia Turnbo is a few years older than you. She’s in high school in western New Mexico, 

where she goes to classes, plays in the band, and spends time with her friends. One 

unusual fact about Lydia is that her parents are missionaries.  

 

When the Turnbos came to New Mexico, they spent some time trying to get a sense 

of the place and the people who lived there. The Turnbos discovered that one little 

town—Nahodishgish (na-hod-esh-gesh) a tiny community on the Navajo reservation—

had no church.  

 

Jim Turnbo arranged for a mission team to come in for a week. The group performed 

service projects around the community and hosted a Vacation Bible School. That’s 

when something wonderful happened: 26 people trusted Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 



Now the Turnbo family makes the long drive to Nahodishgish every Sunday afternoon. 

Jim leads the adults, and Lydia teaches the children, even though she is 16. 

 

Perhaps you do not have a missionary parent or know of a group that desperately 

needs your help. That does not mean God does not have plans for you! What will God 

eventually do with your life? Only God knows, but God is willing to talk to you now and 

to use you now.  

 

Say • God used John the Baptist to tell people about Jesus. Guess what? He can use 

you to tell people about Jesus too, like Lydia! Whom can you tell about Jesus today? 

  



January 24 – Sower and the Seeds Matthew 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4-15 

Jesus traveled around from one town and village to another. In each place, He 

preached the good news about the kingdom of God. Crowds of people came to listen 

to Jesus’ teaching. One day, Jesus was sitting by the sea. So many people came to 

hear Him that Jesus got into a boat and sat down to teach. The crowds stood on the 

shore to listen. 

 

Jesus used parables to teach the people. A parable is a story Jesus told to help 

people understand the kingdom of God. Jesus told them a parable about a sower. He 

compared sharing the truth about Jesus to a man planting seeds in a field. 

 

Jesus said, “Think about this. A sower went out to plant seeds in an area of ground. As 

he was planting, some seeds fell along the path. Soon, the birds came and ate up the 

seeds from the path. Other seeds fell on rocky ground where there wasn’t much soil. 

The seeds sprouted quickly, but they did not have any roots because the soil was 

shallow. When the sun came up, the plants withered. Other seeds fell among thorns. 

The thorns grew, and they stopped the seeds from growing. But some of the seeds fell 

on good ground. Those seeds grew and produced a crop, more than what was 

planted!” 

 

Jesus’ disciples came up to Him and asked, “Why do You use parables to teach the 

people?” 

 

Jesus answered, “Not everyone will understand the truth about God’s kingdom. I 

speak to them in parables because even though they look and hear, they do not see 

or understand. The prophet Isaiah wrote that this would happen.” Jesus said that God 

had blessed the disciples with the ability to see and understand. 

 

Then Jesus explained the parable to them. He said, “Some people hear the truth 

about God’s kingdom, but they don’t understand it. The evil one comes and takes 

away what was planted in their hearts. Those people are like the seeds that fell on the 

path. 

 

“Some people hear the truth about God’s kingdom, and they are happy to accept 

it. But when hard times come because of the truth, they give up. Those people are like 

the seeds that fell on rocky ground. 

 

“Some people hear the truth about God’s kingdom, but they worry about this life 

and they love money too much. The truth cannot grow. Those people are like the seeds 

that fell among thorns. 

 

“But some people hear the truth about God’s kingdom, and they understand it. They 

accept the truth, and it grows in their lives. Those people are like the seeds that fell on 

good ground. Those seeds produce a crop, more than what was planted.”  

 



Christ Connection: Not everyone believes the truth about Jesus. Some don’t 

understand it, some believe in Jesus for selfish reasons, and some only want part of 

Jesus because they love other things more. But those who hear the gospel and 

understand who Jesus is will become like Jesus and share His good news with others. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Dirt Pudding Cups 

1 package of chocolate instant pudding or pudding cups 

8 ounces of whipped topping 

10 worm-shaped gummy worms 

10 small paper or plastic cups 

Plastic spoons 

Napkins 

Allergy Alert 

Prepare the pudding cups prior to small group. The recipe makes 10 cups. Whisk 

together the pudding mix and milk in a large bowl. Let stand for five minutes. Stir in 

whipped topping and half of the crushed cookies. Spoon into 10 small cups and top 

with remaining crushed cookies. Refrigerate one hour. Top with a fruit snack before 

serving. 

 

Serve a prepared pudding cup to each kid. Provide plastic spoons and napkins. As 

kids enjoy their snack, lead them to talk about the Bible story. Review the four types 

of soils and what they each represent. 

 

Say • How do people respond to the gospel? Some people believe the gospel and 

others reject the gospel. 

 

 

2. Good Plant 

Choose a volunteer to stand in the middle of the room. Invite the other kids to circle 

around the volunteer. Explain that the volunteer is pretending to be an important 

plant while the other kids are weeds. Weeds can steal food and water that an 

important plant needs. The volunteer wants to keep the weeds away. To do this, the 

volunteer will call out a color. The kids wearing that color must take one step back. 

Those not wearing that color will take one step forward. The kids in the circle are 

trying to get close enough to touch the volunteer. If a kid touches the volunteer, she 

becomes the next volunteer. If no one has tagged the volunteer after several 

rounds, choose the kid closest to be the next volunteer. 

 

Say • A weed gets in the way of what a plant really needs. Sometimes things get in 

the way of what we need. Jesus talked about that. We will find out what He said. 

 



 

 

3. Review Questions 

What kind of people are like the seeds on the path? (people who don’t understand 

the truth, the enemy steals the seed before it grows; Matt. 13:19; Mark 4:15; Luke 

8:12) 

 

What kind of people are like the seeds in rocky soil? (people who accept the gospel 

at first but give up when times get hard; Matt. 13:20-21; Mark 4:16-17; Luke 8:13) 

 

What kind of people are like seeds that fell among thorns? (people who hear the 

gospel, but worries and love for earthly things crowd out the truth; Matt. 13:22; Mark 

4:18-19; Luke 8:14) 

 

What kind of people are like seeds that fall in good soil? (people who believe the 

gospel and allow it to transform their lives, people who produce fruit by sharing the 

gospel with others; Matt. 13:23; Mark 4:20; Luke 8:15) 

How do people respond to the gospel? Some people believe the gospel and others 

reject the gospel. 

 

4. Search for Seed 

Allergy alert, fruits and vegetables with seeds, plastic spoons, plastic tablecloth 

NOTE: make sure that the fruit, vegetables and seeds are tossed in the kitchen garbage – and not left 

in the school classrooms. 

Cut open several fruits and vegetables with seeds. Place a plastic tablecloth over 

the table and position the vegetables where kids can work. Allow the children to 

examine the fruits and vegetables and carve out the seeds with plastic spoons. Tell 

the kids they may only examine one fruit or veggie at a time. Remind them seeds 

are not for eating!  

 

Say • Fruits and vegetables grow more fruits and veggies because of the seeds 

inside of them. The same is true for people who believe in Jesus. We tell others the 

good news about Jesus so more people will hear the truth and believe it. Will 

everyone believe? No, but we still tell people about Jesus. What can you do when 

you hear the truth about Jesus? I can believe the truth about Jesus. 
 

5. Good Soil 

Tape off four squares in the room. Write on separate pieces of paper the following 

titles: hard soil, rocky soil, weedy soil, and good soil. Tape each piece of paper in the 

middle of one of the squares. Remind the kids what each soil represents. The good 



soil was someone who accepted the gospel and showed proof of it through what 

he said and did. The weedy soil was someone who rejected the gospel because 

other things were more important to him. The hard soil was someone who does not 

believe the gospel. The rocky soil was someone who rejected the gospel when 

difficult times came. Read the following statements, and invite the kids to go to the 

square that best fits the statement. 

 

I just don’t believe Jesus is God’s Son. (hard soil) 

I believe the gospel, trust Jesus, and live to give God glory. (good soil) 

I kind of believe in Jesus, but I’d rather go to the movies than go to church. 

(weedy soil) 

I used to follow Jesus, but since I’ve had a hard time at school, I’m not sure I 

believe. (rocky soil) 

I love going to church, worshiping God, and telling others about Jesus. (good 

soil) 

Say • How do people respond to the gospel? Some people believe the gospel and 

others reject the gospel. 

 

6. Seed Swap 

Give each kid a ziplock bag containing 12 beans or large seeds. Invite kids to move 

around the room and play in pairs. When a kid finds a partner, one player should 

reach into his bag and grab a handful of seeds and hold them in his fist. The other 

player will say “odd” or “even.” The first player will count the seeds in his hand. If the 

second player guessed correctly—if the number of seeds is odd or even—he gets to 

keep the first player’s seeds. 

 

Play again with the second player grabbing seeds. Then guide kids to find new 

partners. Allow kids to play for several minutes. The goal is to have the most seeds in 

your bag when time is up. 

 

Say • Today’s Bible story is a parable, or a story that Jesus told to help people 

understand things about God’s kingdom. Jesus’ story was about a sower—a man 

who planted seeds in a field. Jesus used this story to teach His followers an important 

lesson. 

 

  



January 31 – Widow’s Gift Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4 

Jesus and His disciples were in the city of Jerusalem. They had come to celebrate the 

Passover to remember when God rescued His people from slavery in Egypt. God had 

“passed over” those who had put the lamb’s blood on their doorposts and saved them 

from death. Jesus had been teaching people for three years. Soon Jesus was going to 

rescue sinners by dying on the cross. 

 

One day, Jesus was at the temple with His disciples. He sat near the temple 

treasury—an area of the temple where donation boxes were kept. The boxes were 

shaped like trumpets, and they were used to collect money.  

 

Jesus watched as people came and put money into the box. People gave money so 

that the leaders of the temple could use the money to help people in need. 

 

Many rich people came to the temple. They gave a lot of money. Then a woman 

came. She was a widow; her husband had died. She was not rich. In fact, all she had 

were two small copper coins. The coins were not worth very much, but she put them 

both in the box. 

 

Jesus called to His disciples. He wanted to teach them that the woman had done 

the right thing, and He wanted them to follow her example.  

 

Jesus said, “I promise you, this poor widow has given more than everyone else who 

has given a gift to the temple treasury.” 

 

It did not look like the woman had given much—just two small coins! But Jesus 

explained, “Everyone else gave money that was extra, money that they did not need. 

This woman is very poor; those two coins were all she had to live on, but she gave them 

for God’s glory.” 

 

Christ Connection: Jesus gave up everything He had in heaven to come to earth and 

save us from our sins. Jesus even gave up His own life, dying on the cross in our place. 

When you know and love Jesus, you can serve Him as the Lord of your life and offer 

everything you have. God takes care of His children and rewards those who seek Him. 

(Hebrews 11:6) 

 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Four Coin Shuffle 

4 plastic cups, nickel, dime, quarter, loonie 

Show the kids that you are placing one coin under each cup. Mix up the cups, and 

then invite kids to guess where the penny, nickel, dime, or quarter is. Play as time allows, 



moving around the cups faster each time. For younger kids, play with only two or three 

coins at a time. 

 

Say • Which of these coins is worth the most? (quarter) Which of these coins is worth 

the least? (penny) In today’s Bible story, a poor widow offered two small copper 

coins to God. That currency would be worth even less than a penny! In a few 

moments, we will study our Bible story to see what Jesus thought about the 

woman’s offering. 

 

2. Decorate Offering Envelopes 

Standard mailing envelopes, markers 

Encourage kids to decorate mailing envelopes to use as offering envelopes. 

Consider inviting kids to plan a special offering to give to missions or a special 

designated fund in your church over the next few weeks. Kids may deliver the 

special offering in the envelopes they decorated. 

 

Say • Why can we joyfully give to God? Everything we have is a gift from God. Jesus 

taught His disciples that it wasn’t the amount of money given that counts—it was the 

heart behind the giving. The widow gave everything she had, even though it was a 

small amount, because she loved God and trusted Him to take care of her needs. 

Do you trust God like that? What might be keeping you from trusting Him in that 

way? 

 

3. Coin Relay 

Supplies: coins, 1 box per team 

Form two or more teams. Place a box for each team at the far end of the room. Direct 

teams to line up across the room from their assigned box. Explain that the first kid in line 

must place a penny on his shoe and walk to his team’s box. If the penny falls off his 

shoe, he must pick it up, walk back to his team, and start over. When he reaches the 

box, he may drop his penny in his team’s box—without using his hands. Continue until 

each player has a turn. The first team with all its pennies in its box wins. 

 

Say • In our Bible story today, people dropped money in donation boxes in the temple 

treasury. Do you think they used their feet? I doubt it. Let’s find out what Jesus and 

the disciples saw at the temple treasury.  
 

4. Duct Tape Coin Pouch 

Duct tape – various colours, snack-sized Ziploc bags, scissors (leader use only), scissors for kids 

Invite kids to make duct tape coin pouches. Provide a snack-sized ziplock bag for each 

child. Pre-cut duct tape strips ¼ of an inch longer than the ziplock bag for easy use. 



Encourage kids to use duct tape to cover their ziplock bags. Kids may decorate with 

additional duct tape. Demonstrate how kids can use the ziplock seal to open and close 

their coin pouches.   

 

Say • In our Bible story today, the widow understood that what she had belonged to 

God, and she trusted God to provide for her needs. We can use the coin pouches 

to collect money to give back to God. Why can we joyfully give to God? 

Everything we have is a gift from God. 
 

5. Make Beaded Bracelets 

Leather or plastic cord, multi-coloured beads, 2 brown beads per kid 

Give each kid a handful of beads and invite them to create beaded bracelets. Make 

sure every kid receives two brown beads to symbolize the two small copper coins that 

the widow gave to God. When kids finish decorating their bracelets, help them tie off 

the bracelets with a slip knot. Kids may make another bracelet to take home to a friend 

or family member if they’d like. 

 

Leader • Why can we joyfully give to God? Everything we have is a gift from God. 

Whenever you wear this bracelet, I hope it reminds you that the widow gave 

everything she had because she trusted God to take care of her needs. Jesus 

provides for our greatest needs: to be forgiven of our sins and to receive eternal life. 

When we repent of our sins and trust in Him, He forgives us and gives us eternal life 

with Him. 

 

6. Coin Jar Drop 

Large-mouthed plastic jar, coins, chair 

Set a plastic jar behind a chair. Invite one child at a time to kneel on the chair and 

attempt to drop her coins in the jar. Make sure an adult helper stays near the chair to 

help kids kneel on the chair and get down safely. Give each child a chance to drop 

several coins per turn. 

 

Say • It was hard to drop the coins in the jar from that kneeling position. It probably 

wasn’t as hard for the widow to put her coins in the offering box because she could 

walk right up to it. But I wonder if it was a hard decision for her to give all she had to 

God. Let’s listen to our Bible story to find out. 

 

  



February 7 – Parable of the Lost Sheep Luke 15 

Tax collectors and sinners came to Jesus to listen to Him teach. The Pharisees and 

scribes complained. “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them!” they said. So 

Jesus told them three parables to teach them about Himself. 

 

First, Jesus told a parable about a lost sheep. Jesus said, “If a man has 100 sheep and 

loses one of them, what does he do? He leaves the 99 sheep in the open field and 

searches for the lost sheep until he finds it. And when he finds it, he is happy! He carries 

the sheep on his shoulders and goes home. Then he tells his friends and neighbors, 

‘Celebrate with me because I have found my lost sheep!’ ” 

 

Christ Connection: A shepherd was seeking his sheep. Jesus told this parable to 

teach about Himself. As Savior, Jesus seeks sinners. He paid the ultimate price—His own 

life—to save people from sin. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Seek and Find 

Supplies: large coin, toy sheep 

Form two teams of kids. Assign the sheep to one team and the coin to the other. 

Choose one volunteer from each team to be a seeker. Send the seekers out of the 

room with an adult leader or ask them to cover their eyes. 

 

Hide the large coin and the toy sheep in separate places in the room. Allow the 

teams to see where you hide the items. Call the seekers back. Explain that the sheep 

team should say “baa” loudly or softly to indicate how close the seeker is to the sheep. 

The coin team should say “cha-ching” loudly or softly to help the seeker find the coin. 

 

Invite the seekers to begin seeking. If time allows, play another round after seekers 

find the items. 

 

2. Make Lost and Found Art 

Hymnal, “Amazing Grace” song, markers, crayons or other art supplies 

Print copies of the song “Amazing Grace” from your church’s hymnal or the Internet. 

Invite kids to decorate the page using various art supplies and media. Older kids may 

cut the lyrics into strips and glue them in a mixed media collage with cutouts from 

magazines or die-cuts. You may also download the song to play as kids work; talk 

about the lyrics “I once was lost but now am found.” 

Leader • “Amazing Grace” is a very popular song. I don’t know about you, but the part 

where we sing “I once was lost but now am found” always reminds me of the story of 

the lost sheep. What does it mean to be lost? Being lost means not knowing Jesus as 



Lord and Savior. 

3. Musical Freeze Dance 

music 

Play music for the children and tell them to dance while the music is playing. When the 

music stops, they should freeze. When they are frozen, ask the big picture question. 

They will answer together to unfreeze themselves. 

 

Say • What makes God happy? God is happy when we turn away from sin and love 

Jesus. The Bible says that the angels in heaven rejoice when a person who is lost turns 

away from sin and loves Jesus.  

 

When we say someone is lost, we mean that person does not believe the good 

news about Jesus. The good news about Jesus is that He came to earth and died on 

the cross to take away our sins! Jesus did that because He loves us. One way we can 

celebrate the good news about Jesus is to dance and sing! 

 

4. Make Cotton Ball “Sheep” 

White construction paper, cotton balls, markers, glue 

Assist the children in gluing cotton balls onto pieces of paper to make sheep. You may 

choose to draw a simple outline of a sheep to help the kids know where to glue. As kids 

make their cotton ball sheep, review the parable of the lost sheep. 

 

Say • Do you remember the parable Jesus told about the lost sheep? The shepherd left 

the other sheep to look for the one lost sheep. How did the shepherd feel when he 

found his lost sheep? He was happy!  

  



February 14 – Valentine’s Day – The Rich Young Ruler  
Matthew 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-30 

 

One day, Jesus was leaving on a journey. All of a sudden, a young man ran up to 

Jesus. The man was a Jewish ruler. He knelt down and said, “Good Teacher, what must I 

do to inherit eternal life?” 

Jesus said, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except for God.” Jesus was 

testing the young man to see if he believed Jesus is more than just a good teacher. 

Jesus is more than a good teacher—He is God the Son. Then Jesus reminded the man 

of some of the commandments God had given to Moses long ago. These 

commandments were part of God’s law: “Do not commit adultery; do not murder; do 

not steal; do not bear false witness; honor your father and mother.” 

The man said, “I have kept all of these commandments since I was a boy.” 

When Jesus heard this, He said to the man, “You are still missing something. Sell 

everything that you have and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven. Then come, follow Me.” 

The young ruler was very sad about what Jesus said. He was very rich; he had a lot of 

possessions. The young man decided not to follow Jesus. 

Jesus saw that the man was sad, and He said to His disciples, “It will be hard for 

people who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!” 

Then Jesus said, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a 

rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 

Jesus’ disciples were surprised. They said to each other, “Then who can be saved?” 

Jesus said, “With men it is impossible, but not with God. All things are possible with 

God.” 

Then Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples, said, “Look, we have left everything and followed 

You.” 

Jesus said, “I promise you that anyone who leaves behind his house or family to 

follow Me will get more in this life than he left behind, and he will get the reward of 

eternal life.” 

 

Christ Connection: The rich young ruler loved his possessions more than he loved 

Jesus. Jesus asks us to be willing to give up everything and follow Him, because He is 

ultimately the only One worth following. Jesus is better than any treasure on earth. As 

people who know and love Jesus, we receive eternal life. 

 

 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. If I Had A Million Dollars … 

If I had a million dollars … 

Invite kids to sit in a circle. Start the game by stating something beginning with the letter 

A that you would buy if you had a million dollars. The kid to your right must say 

something beginning with the letter B that he would buy. Continue around the circle 



until you get to Z. The second time around, kids should say something they would be 

willing to give up for Jesus. 

 

Say • Being wealthy is not a sin. Everything we have is a gift from God. But the rich 

young ruler loved his possessions more than he loved Jesus. Jesus asks us to be 

willing to give up everything and follow Him because He is the only One worth 

following. Jesus is better than any treasure on earth. As people who know and 

love Jesus, we receive eternal life. 

 

2. Not Good Enough Game … 

Select two or three tasks for the kids, making each one impossible to complete. After 

children attempt the impossible tasks, provide a solution. Tasks and solutions may 

include: 

 

Tell kids to jump from one line to the other, but place the lines too far apart. Provide 

“stones” to step across. Ask kids to touch a mark on the wall well above their reach. 

Provide a step stool for them to stand on. Stretch arms to reach something far away. 

Then allow them to use a partner side-by-side to stretch and reach it. Ask kids to 

solve a difficult math problem such as the square root of 473,981. Give them 

calculator. 

 

Say • Completing those tasks was impossible for you to do without help. It is 

impossible for us to earn eternal life. We cannot keep God’s commands perfectly. 

We need Jesus to do that for us and to pay for our sin on the cross. Can a person 

earn his way into heaven by doing good deeds? No, salvation is a gift from God. 

 

3. Jesus Mosaic 

 Use construction paper to create a Jesus mosaic. Write Jesus in large block letters 

across the front of one sheet of construction paper for each child. Encourage kids to 

choose a piece of construction paper. Guide them to rip the sheet into small pieces 

and glue those pieces onto the letters. Add other mosiac pieces of different colors 

around the letters as time remains. Encourage kids to write some of their possessions 

on the extra pieces. Note that Jesus stands out.   

 

masking tape (optional) 

step stool (optional) 

construction paper “stones” 

different colors of construction paper,  3 per kid  

pencil, 1 per kid 

glue 



Say • God has given us possessions to enjoy, but no possession should ever take the 

place of Jesus in our lives. Jesus gave His life to save us. Jesus deserves to be at the 

center of our lives. Can a person earn his way into heaven by doing good deeds? 

No, salvation is a gift from God. 

 

4. Review Questions 

- What did the rich young ruler want Jesus to tell him? (how to receive eternal 

life, Matt. 19:16) 

- What did Jesus tell the man about God’s law? (He needed to obey all of it, 

Matt. 19:17) 

- What did the man say to Jesus? (He had kept the commandments since he 

was a boy, Matt. 19:20) 

- What did Jesus tell the man to do? (Sell everything you have and give it to 

the poor, Matt. 19:21) 

 

5. Follow the Leader 

Direct the children to line up in a straight line. Explain to the children that they must 

stay in a straight line behind you. They will then follow you as you walk around room, 

going exactly where you go and doing exactly what you do. Move around the 

room in a variety of ways, skipping, hopping, crawling, and so forth. You can also 

stop and perform hand motions—clapping, waving, shaking hands, doing jumping 

jacks. Select a child to be the leader. Give different children a chance to be the 

leader.  

 

Say • Today we are going to learn about what it means to follow Jesus, the one 

true leader. A man wanted to live forever with God, so he asked Jesus what he 

should do. Jesus told the young man what to do, but the young man was not willing 

to do as Jesus said. To love Jesus is to obey Him and be willing to give up anything 

for Him.  
 

6. Make Coin Rubbings 

Gather a collection of different sized coins. Fold a small piece of masking tape 

underneath each coin and tape it to a small piece of cardboard or to the table. 

Give each child a piece of white paper and an unwrapped crayon. Guide the 

children to place the sheet of paper on top of the coins and rub against the coin 

with the side of the crayon.  

Say • A young man in our Bible story had lots of money and things. He was happy 

with his money, but he wanted to have eternal life with God. Jesus told this young 

man, “Sell all your things and give your money to the poor. Then follow Me.” We’ll 

see what the young man did.  

  



February 21 – Jesus Heals the Paralyzed Man Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; 

Luke 5:17-26 

 

Jesus had been traveling, and He went back to Capernaum (kuh PUHR nay uhm). 

When the people in the town heard that Jesus was home, they gathered at the house 

to hear Him teach. Pharisees and other teachers of the law had traveled from villages 

all over Galilee and Judea. Some even came from Jerusalem to hear Jesus. So many 

people came that they stood in the doorway, and there was no more room for anyone 

else. 

 

Just then, four men came to the house. They were carrying their friend on a mat 

because he could not walk. They tried to bring their friend to Jesus because they 

wanted Jesus to heal him, but they could not get through the crowd. So the men 

carried their friend up to the roof. They took off the roof above Jesus. Then they lowered 

their friend through the crowd so that he was right in front of Jesus. 

 

Jesus saw that the friends had faith, and He told the man lying on the mat, “Young 

man, your sins are forgiven!” When the religious leaders heard this, they thought, Who 

does Jesus think He is? He is being disrespectful to God! Only God can forgive sins. 

 

Jesus knew what the religious leaders were thinking. He said to them, “Why are you 

thinking like that? Is it easier for Me to say to this man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Get up 

and walk’?” 

 

As God’s Son, Jesus had the power to forgive people’s sins. But how could He prove 

that the man’s sins were really forgiven? So Jesus showed His power on earth to forgive 

sins by turning back to the man on the mat. “Get up, pick up your mat, and go home,” 

Jesus said. 

 

The man who had been unable to walk immediately got up. He picked up his mat, 

and he went home, just like Jesus commanded. 

 

Everyone in the crowd saw what happened, and they could hardly believe what 

they had seen! They praised God and said, “We have never seen anything like this!” 

 

 

Christ Connection: The man who was paralyzed needed to be healed. Jesus knew 

this and did something even greater; Jesus forgave his sins, and then He healed the 

man. Because Jesus is God, He has the power and authority to heal and forgive. Jesus 

offers forgiveness to those who trust in Him. 

 

 

 



Teaching Ideas: 

1. Four Friends Help 

Supplies: small floor mats or towels – 1 per group, 1 foam ball per group, masking or painter’s tape 

NOTE: When you set up the obstacle course, go through it to ensure kids can complete the course 

safely. 

 

Create an indoor obstacle course by using tape to mark a path through the room. 

Use chairs or classroom furniture as obstacles for kids to go around, under, or over. 

Form groups of four kids. Give each group a small floor mat. Each group member 

must hold one corner of the mat. Balance a foam ball in the center of each mat. 

Challenge each group to transport their ball through the obstacle course. Kids must 

hold on to the mat at all times. If a group’s ball rolls off the mat, the group should 

start over. Send kids through the course one group at a time. 

 

Say • Was it hard to carry the ball through the course on the mat? In today’s Bible 

story, four men carried their friend on a mat to see Jesus. 

 

2. What’s Easier? 

Supplies: rock, ball of paper, play dough 

Set up the following demonstrations. Before each demonstration ask kids to share which 

task they think is easier to do. 

What’s easier to move—a rock or a ball of paper? Position a rock and a ball of 

paper side-by-side. Choose a volunteer to blow on each object. Which object 

moves farther? 

What’s easier to smash—a rock or a ball of play dough? Give a volunteer a rock 

and a ball of play dough. Which object is easier to smash? 

What’s easier to balance—a ball of paper or a ball of play dough? Choose two 

volunteers. Challenge one to balance the paper on his finger and the other to 

balance the play dough. 

What’s easier to stand on—a rock or a ball of paper? Invite a kid to stand on a 

rock and then a ball of paper. Which object holds up? 

 

Say • Jesus asked the religious leaders, “Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ 

or to say, ‘Get up and walk’?” How could Jesus prove that the man’s sins were 

forgiven? Jesus proved His power by healing the man who could not walk. 

 

3. Mat Racing 

2 inflatable swim floats 

Use two inflatable swim floats as mats. Invite a kid to lie down on the mat. Remind her to 

hang on to the edge of the float. Push or pull the float around the room. As more kids 



arrive, allow the kids to race in pairs, with one partner pushing or pulling the float and 

the other riding the float.  

Say • How did you like being carried around on a “mat?” What do you think it would 

be like if you could never get off of that mat? Today, we will talk about a man 

who was paralyzed until he met Jesus. 

 

4. Drop Game 

Supplies: Tape, beanbags or paper wads 

Tape a small circle with a smaller circle within it, making a target on the floor. Form two 

groups. Invite the kids in each group to line up single file over the target. Give the first 

kid in each line a beanbag or paper wad. She must drop the beanbag from shoulder 

height, trying to hit the center of the target. The first kid in the other group will do the 

same. The kid who gets closest to the center of the target earns two points for her team. 

Continue until each kid has had a chance to play. 

 

Say • Was hitting the center of the circle easy? Now, can you imagine lowering a 

person on a mat through a hole in a roof? Would that be hard? That’s what 

happened in today’s Bible story. 

 

5. Play “Jesus Is With You Always” 

Call out places preschoolers go, such as day care, preschool, the park, church, 

grandma’s house, the store, and so forth. Say: “When I’m at day care,” and invite 

kids to respond: “Jesus is always with me.” Continue as time allows. 

6. Stop and Go 

Write STOP in large letters on a red paper plate and GO in large letters on a green 

paper plate. Help the kids read the words or understand what the colors represent. 

Hold up the GO sign and encourage the preschoolers to “drive” around the room 

(fists at shoulder height pretending to steer). 

 

When you switch to the STOP sign, instruct the kids to freeze. Switch the sign several 

times unexpectedly and see how long it takes kids to respond. 

 

Say: The signs in our game told you what to do next. In our Bible story today, Jesus 

told His friends what to do next. He gave them directions to go [hold up the GO 

sign] and tell everyone about Him. It’s important that we listen to Jesus’ directions 

because Jesus is King over everything! We follow Jesus’ directions because we love 

Him! 
 

 



7. “Find A Way” Obstacle Course 

Create a simple obstacle course from one side of the room to the other. Pair the 

children to go through the obstacle course together and help each other. Show the 

kids a Bible on a table at the end of the obstacle course. They must help each other 

find their way to the Bible. 

 

Say: Great job! You helped each other find the Bible. Just like in the obstacle course, 

we can help our friends who don’t know Jesus find out about Him by telling them 

the good news about Him. 

 

 

  



February 28 – Jesus Goes Up Into Heaven Acts 1:3-11 

After Jesus died on the cross and was raised from the dead, He spent time with His 

disciples. Jesus ate a meal with His disciples and gave them important instructions. He 

told them not to leave the city of Jerusalem. Jesus said the disciples should wait there 

until God kept His promise to give them the Holy Spirit. 

 

Jesus reminded the disciples of John the Baptist. John had baptized people with 

water when they turned away from their sin and turned to God. Jesus said that in a few 

days, the disciples would be baptized too. Not with water, but with the Holy Spirit. 

 

“Lord, are You giving the kingdom back to Israel now?” the disciples asked. God was 

with His people—the Jews—but they looked weak. The Romans ruled over them. The 

Jewish people were ready to have power over other nations. 

 

Jesus did not say yes, but He did not say no. “The Father knows when the time is 

right,” He said. Then Jesus said, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come on you. You will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth.” 

 

As Jesus’ witnesses, the disciples would tell people what they knew to be true. They 

would tell people in the city, in the lands around the city, and all over the world the 

good news about Jesus. And the Holy Spirit would be with them to help them. 

 

After Jesus said these things, He went up into heaven on a cloud. The disciples 

watched Him go. All of a sudden, two men appeared. The men were wearing white 

clothes. These men asked the disciples, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 

into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come again. He 

will return in the same way that you have seen Him going into heaven.” 

 

Christ Connection: Jesus left earth and returned to heaven, but He did not leave us 

alone. Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to be with us and help us do God’s work. 

One day Jesus will return to make all things new and to rule as Lord over all. 

 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Witness Descriptions 

Direct each kid to find a partner. One partner will be the artist, and the other will be 

the director. Provide paper and crayons for the artists. Draw a simple animal on a 

piece of paper, but do not let kids see it. Call for the directors to come view your 

drawing. Allow them to study it for a minute. Then challenge them to return to their 

partners and give directions for drawing based on what they saw. See which 

drawing most accurately depicts your original sketch. 



Say • A witness is someone who tells what he or she knows to be true. A witness has 

seen, heard, or experienced something and tells others about it. In today’s Bible 

story, Jesus told His disciples that they were going to be witnesses to the whole 

world. 

 

2. Race To The Top 

Form two teams of kids. Tape two construction paper squares to the wall near the 

floor a few feet apart. Assign each team a color. Choose one member of each 

team to be in charge of moving the team’s square. Ask questions about the kids in 

your class. For each kid who raises her hand, the team’s square moves up one 

hand-length toward the ceiling. Play as time allows or until a square reaches the 

“top.” 

 

Sample questions: Who has a pet? Whose favorite color in orange? Who likes to 

read? Who has played a board game this month? Who has brown eyes? 

 

Say • Today’s Bible story is called “Jesus Ascended to Heaven.” Does anyone know 

what the word ascend means? It means “to move upward.” Jesus moved upward 

into heaven. I can’t wait to hear more! 

 

3. Ascension Mural 

Position a large piece of paper vertically on the floor or table. Invite kids to draw a 

tall mural of Jesus’ ascension. Kids should draw Jesus on a cloud at the top of the 

paper and the disciples watching at the bottom. When kids finish, hang the paper 

on a wall. 

Say • Jesus ascended to heaven, but He will return one day to make all things new 

and to rule as Lord over all. Until then, we have work to do! Jesus commanded 

believers to tell others about Him. Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to help us. 

How does the Holy Spirit help believers? The Holy Spirit gives us power to do God’s 

work. 
 

4. Red Light, Green Light  

Guide kids to line up on the opposite side of the room. When you say “green light,” 

all the kids should move toward you. When you say “red light,” kids should stop 

immediately. If a child is moving after you say “red light,” the child must start over. 

Once a kid reaches where you are, he becomes the leader and the game begins 

again. To add interest, consider giving instruction on how to move such as skipping, 

Tip: Write Acts 1:9 as a caption at the bottom of the mural. 



hopping, or crawling.   

 

Say • When the leader said “red light,” you had to wait until he said “green light” 

before you could move again. In today’s Bible story, Jesus told the disciples to wait 

for something. Let’s discover why they were waiting.   

 

5. Hop On Clouds 

Before the session, draw clouds onto paper and tape them across the floor in a line. 

The clouds should be close enough together that the children can hop from one to 

the other. Invite the children to hop across the room by jumping from cloud to 

cloud. 

 

Say • You made it across the room on the clouds! Today we are going to hear a 

Bible story about a time when Jesus went up into heaven on a cloud. The cloud took 

Jesus out of sight and up into heaven to be with God, His Father. 

  



March 7 – Paul’s Missionary Journeys Acts 13:1 – 15:35 

Paul and his friend Barnabas were with the church in Antioch. The Holy Spirit chose 

Paul and Barnabas for a special work. So they obeyed and left Antioch to do the work. 

 

First, Paul and Barnabas sailed to the island of Cyprus (SIGH pruhs). They stopped in 

different cities and taught the good news about Jesus in the Jewish synagogues. Some 

people believed the message they were telling. Next, Paul and Barnabas traveled back 

to the mainland. They went to the city of Antioch in Asia. On the Sabbath Day, Paul 

and Barnabas went to the synagogue. The people invited them to speak, so Paul 

began to preach the message of Jesus. 

 

Paul explained that people can be forgiven for their sins through Jesus. He said that 

believing in Jesus is the only way to be forgiven. Keeping the Law of Moses cannot free 

someone from sin. He urged the Jewish listeners to believe what he was saying. When 

Paul and Barnabas got ready to leave, the people asked them to come back on the 

next Sabbath Day. They wanted to know more. 

 

So the next week, Paul and Barnabas went back to the synagogue. It was crowded! 

Not only had the Jews returned, but almost everyone in the city—Jews and Gentiles 

(non-Jews)—had come to hear the message of Jesus. The Jews saw all the people, and 

they were jealous. They argued with Paul and Barnabas and shouted at them. 

 

Next, Paul and Barnabas went to the city of Iconium (igh KOH nih uhm). The same 

thing happened there! They spoke in the synagogue, and many Jews and Greeks 

believed the message about Jesus. But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up 

trouble. They planned to kill Paul and Barnabas, but Paul and Barnabas escaped. 

 

They traveled to Lystra (LISS truh), and Paul healed a man there who was lame. The 

people saw what Paul had done, and they thought Paul and Barnabas were gods! 

They began to praise them, but Paul and Barnabas shouted, “No! We are not gods. We 

are men just like you! We want to tell you the good news of God.” 

 

Then some people showed up from Antioch and Iconium. They caused trouble so 

that the people in Lystra turned against Paul and Barnabas too. They threw stones at 

Paul and dragged him out of the city. They thought he was dead, but the believers in 

Lystra gathered around Paul, and he got up. 

 

The next day, Paul and Barnabas went to the city of Derbe (DUHR bih). They told 

people there about Jesus, and many people believed. Then they went back to Lystra 

and to Iconium. They encouraged the believers there to continue in the faith. 

 

Finally, Paul and Barnabas returned to the church at Antioch. They reported 

everything God had done on their journey and how God had helped them share the 

good news with the Gentiles. 

 



Christ Connection: Paul obeyed the Holy Spirit’s call to tell the world about Jesus. 

Many of the Jews rejected Christ, so Paul shared the gospel with the non-Jews. Many of 

them believed in Jesus. God uses people to tell others about Jesus so that people all 

over the world can be saved from their sin by trusting in Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Cars Zoom! 

Instruct kids to stand. Randomly select a leader. The leader will stand in front of the 

class and say, “Cars zoom!” All the kids should move their hands as if they are 

holding a steering wheel and say “Zoom!” 

 

The leader will continue to call out modes of transportation by saying, for example, 

“Trains zoom,” or “Bikes zoom.” As long as the leader calls out a mode of 

transportation, the children will say, “Zoom!” 

 

If the leader names something that is not used for travel, kids should remain quiet. 

Kids who say “Zoom!” must sit. Choose a new leader after three or four things are 

called. 

 

Say • Today’s Bible story is about someone who traveled a lot. He didn’t travel by 

car or plane or train, though. Sometimes he walked and sometimes he sailed in 

ships. I wonder where he traveled. 

 

 

2. Explore the World 

Display a globe or world map, and guide kids to explore it. Ask kids to find where 

they live and where they might like to go one day. Explain that there are many 

different people in the world. Tell kids about how life might be different if they lived 

in the Amazon rainforest or in the Sahara Desert. 

 

Say • It’s important that all people hear about Jesus! God calls people to go to new 

places, maybe far away from home, to tell about Him. A person who does this is 

called a missionary. In today’s story, Paul was a missionary. 

 

 

3. Tell Your Story 

Tell kids your testimony. Make sure to keep it short and kid-friendly. Explain that even 

kids who have not yet become Christians have a story about what God has done 

for them.  

 



Say • Paul began to trust Jesus when Jesus spoke to Paul on the road to Damascus. 

Have any of you begun to trust Jesus and live for Him? Even if you haven’t become 

a Christian yet, you can still tell about what God has done for you. Maybe He has 

given you a loving family, a house, the food you need, or great friends. Everyone 

can tell about what God has done. Missionaries tell people about what God has 

done for people through Jesus. What is a missionary? A missionary is someone who 

obeys God’s call to go and tell others the good news about Jesus. 

 

Give each child a piece of paper and ask him to draw something that God has 

done for him. Give kids examples like God sent Jesus, gave us a church to be a part 

of, gave me a family, and so forth. Guide him to tell you or a partner about all the 

great things God has done for him, using his picture. Explain that this is good 

practice for when he has opportunities to talk to friends about Jesus. 

 

 

4. “Sail” in a Boat 

Supplies: large piece of blue plastic, chairs, toy fish (optional) 

Set up a “boat” by arranging chairs, one for each child, in short rows. Place large sheets 

of blue paper and toy fish all around the boat. Invite the children to sit in the chairs and 

pretend to be out at sea. Guide kids to play out what it would be like to be in a boat 

during the following conditions:  

peaceful waters (sit still) 

rough seas (flail limbs about) 

choppy waves (sit up tall, slump down, over and over again)  

pouring rains (covering heads, hiding under chairs)  

thunder and lightning (covering ears)  

chilly winds (shivering, teeth chattering, rubbing arms) 

 

Say • Have you ever been in a boat? What was the weather like when you were in the 

boat? Did you have to wear anything special? In our story today, Paul and his friend 

Barnabas traveled by boat to get to an island, where they told people about Jesus.  

 

5. Stand Up 

Before playing the game, remind the kids that Paul healed a man who could not 

walk. After he was healed, the man could walk and stand! Explain that you are 

going to say a sentence. If that sentence is true for a kid, he will stand up. Play 

several rounds as time allows. 

Sample statements: 

Stand up if you have a brother.  

Stand up if you like spaghetti.  



Stand up if you have sandals on.  

Stand up if you rode to church in a van.  

Stand up if you are wearing blue. 

 

Say • You and I could stand for this game. The man in Lystra could not stand until 

Paul healed him by God’s power. What does a missionary do? A missionary goes 

and tells people about Jesus. 

  



March 14 – Paul & Silas in Prison Acts 15:36-16:40 

Paul had traveled to several towns with Barnabas, and they shared the good news 

about Jesus. Many people believed their message, but others were against them and 

did not believe. A few days after Paul and Barnabas arrived back in Antioch, Paul 

decided to go back to the towns. He wanted to check on the new believers and see 

how they were doing. This time, Paul chose Silas (SIGH luhs) to go with him. Silas was a 

leader in the early church. So the church sent them out. Paul and Silas traveled through 

the countries of Syria and Cilicia (sih LISH ih uh). They met with the churches there. All 

the churches were getting stronger, and more people believed in Jesus every day. 

 

One night, Paul saw a vision. A vision is like a dream, but Paul was awake. In the 

vision, God told Paul to go to Macedonia (MASS uh DOH nih uh). God wanted Paul to 

share the gospel with the people there. 

 

So Paul and his companions went to Macedonia. They stopped for a few days in a 

city called Philippi (FIH lih pigh). On the Sabbath Day, Paul and his friends went outside 

the city to the river to pray. Some women were there, and Paul started talking to them. 

A woman named Lydia was listening, and God opened her heart to accept what Paul 

was saying. Lydia and everyone in her house was baptized. 

 

On another day, Paul and Silas were on their way to pray, and a servant girl met 

them. She had a spirit in her that allowed her to predict the future. She earned a lot of 

money for her masters by telling the future. The girl followed Paul and Silas, shouting, 

“These men, who are telling you how to be saved, are servants of the Most High God!” 

She followed them for many days. Finally, Paul turned and said to the spirit in her, “By 

the power of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” And the spirit came out 

right away. 

 

Now the girl’s owners were upset because she could no longer tell the future and 

make money for them. They grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged them to the 

authorities. They complained about the things Paul and Silas were doing. The officials 

ordered for Paul and Silas to be beaten and thrown into jail. 

 

About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing songs to God. The other 

prisoners were listening to them. All of a sudden, a violent earthquake shook the 

foundation of the jail. All the doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose! The 

jailer woke up and saw the prison doors open. He thought the prisoners had escaped, 

so he took out his sword and was about to kill himself. 

 

“Don’t hurt yourself!” Paul said. “We are all here!” 

 

The jailer rushed inside and fell down in front of Paul and Silas, shaking with fear. Then 

he took Paul and Silas outside. “Men, what must I do to be saved?” he asked. 

 

They said to him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved—you and your 



household.” Paul and Silas told the message of Jesus to the jailer and to everyone in his 

household. All of them believed and were baptized right away. 

The jailer washed Paul’s and Silas’ wounds. He brought them into his house and fed 

them. Later that day, Paul and Silas were set free. 

 

Christ Connection: Lydia, the jailer, and many others were saved because they 

believed in Jesus. Jesus offers us salvation as a gift. He did all the work to save us by 

dying on the cross. We do not need to earn salvation; we can just receive it by 

repenting and trusting in Jesus. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Earthquake Obstacle Course 

Supplies: chairs, cardboard boxes, timer 

Use available classroom furniture to arrange a simple obstacle course. Turn over chairs 

and position tables on their sides. You may choose to use cardboard boxes as 

additional obstacles for kids to move through or around. 

Instruct kids how to safely move through the course. Point out areas where they should 

move over, under, or around certain obstacles. Then lead kids to take turns moving 

through the course. Encourage them to cheer for each other or race against a timer. 

 

Say • It looks like there was an earthquake in here! Today we are going to hear a story 

about a time Paul experienced a real earthquake. 

 

 

2. Beanbag Toss 

Supplies: notecards, markers, beanbag 

Use a series of notecards to create a grid on the floor. On one to five cards, write the 

word DISCIPLE. Draw an X on all the other cards. Flip the cards facedown. Encourage 

the kids to take turns throwing a beanbag at the cards. When the bag lands on a 

card, flip it over.  

 

Leader • As we go out to spread the gospel, we don’t know who is going to respond 

to the good news of Jesus. We obediently tell the gospel to people we meet, and we 

know that God changes people from the inside out to be followers of Jesus. Some of 

the people we tell may become disciples, but others will not.  
 

 

 

 



3. Paper Chains, Prison, Freedom  

Supplies: Strips of paper, Stapler, Boxes (optional), Bible times dress-up clothes (optional) 

Work together with the kids to build a prison out of chairs, boxes, blankets, or other 

classroom items. Make several sets of paper chains. Assign the preschoolers a Bible story 

person to play out: Paul, Silas, prisoners, the jailer, and the jailer’s family. Give the 

prisoners their paper chains to slide onto their wrists before sitting in the makeshift prison.  

Keep Paul’s and Silas’ chains for the start of the skit. The kids will act out what you read. 

To help facilitate, an adult helper can read the story and another can assist the kids with 

the cues. 

“Paul and Silas were sent to jail. [Paul and Silas go into jail; put chains on their wrists.] 

But Paul and Silas were not sad. In fact, they started singing. [Paul and Silas sing.] 

An earthquake shook the jail! [Kids shake in place.] 

Everyone’s chains broke! [Prisoners break chains.] 

The jailer was so scared. If anyone escaped, he would be in big trouble. [Jailer looks 

upset and worried.] 

But Paul said, ‘We are all here!’ [Paul says his line.] 

The jailer knelt down and asked, ‘What must I do to be saved?’ [Jailer kneels and 

talks to Paul and Silas.] 

They told the jailer to believe in Jesus. They told his family about Jesus too. [Paul, Silas, 

and jailer talk to family.] 

The jailer’s family believed in God!” [Everyone hugs.] 

 

Say • Paul and Silas did not stop preaching about Jesus. They even told the man who 

locked them in jail about Jesus. What did Paul and his friends teach as they traveled? 

Paul and his friends taught about Jesus. 

 

 

4. Make a Megaphone  

Instruct the kids to make “megaphones” as a reminder to tell others about Jesus. Kids 

may decorate paper with crayons and markers. Once they’ve decorated the paper, 

roll the paper into a cone shape. Tape the paper to secure it.  

 

Say • What did Paul and his friends teach as they traveled? Paul and his friends taught 

about Jesus. We can do the same thing; we can teach our family, friends, and 

anyone about Jesus.  

  



April 4 – Peter & Dorcas Acts 9:36-43 

Dorcas was sometimes called Tabitha. She was a very kind person who spent her time 

caring for the widows of Joppa.  

 

Dorcas lived in Joppa, a seaport town. She was a loving person who showed kindness 

to others and especially to the poor. She made coats for the widows so they would 

have something to keep them warm in the winter. 

 

One day she became ill and died. Her friends were so sad and upset. Their dear friend 

was gone. They had heard that Peter had been performing miracles of healing sick 

people. At this time no apostle had raised anyone from the dead, but Dorcas' friends 

believed that Peter could do even that, so they sent two men to a nearby town where 

Peter was staying.  

 

Peter went back to Joppa with the men, and when he got there, he was led to an 

upper room where her friends had laid Dorcas. The room was filled with widows who 

were crying and showing one another the coats and other clothing which Dorcas had 

made for them while she was alive. Each stitch showed her faithfulness and the love she 

had for them.  

 

Peter told them all to leave the room, then he got down on his knees and prayed, 

asking God to bring life back into her still body. He said to her, "Tabitha, get up."  

 

She opened her eyes and when she saw Peter, she sat up. He took her by the hand 

and she stood up.  

 

He called for the people to come back into the room, and there they saw their friend, 

alive again. What joy they felt!  

 

The news spread quickly through the town of Joppa. Dorcas is alive again! Because of 

the miracle many people believed in the Lord. 

 

Teaching Ideas: 

1. Think About It 

If you have a house in which to live, clothes to wear, and food for every meal, you 

are rich compared to many people in the world. If we have these things and we 

have more than enough, we need to share with those who are less fortunate.  

 

We need to look for ways to help the poor, especially those families who have lost 

the husband and father of the family. There are many ways to do this.  



 

You may personally know someone who has needs, and you can share with them.  

 

There are organizations and homes for orphans that need our help. Sometimes 

churches ask for food or other items for orphans' homes or items for Operation 

Christmas Child shoeboxes. You can go with your family to the store to buy these 

things for them. Be willing to share. You will feel good and others will benefit too! 

 

2. Dorcas’s Closet 

Supplies: various colors of fun foam, buttons, rickrack, ribbon, glue, scissors, yarn or embroidery floss, 

children’s plastic sewing needles, black marker, darning needle, paper punch  

Say: When Peter arrived at Dorcas’s house, the people showed him all of the robes 

and clothing she had made for others. Let’s make some clothing to help us 

remember the story of Dorcas.  

Cut out shirt shapes from the fun foam. Cut additional shapes to be used for 

decoration. Mark dots about two inches apart around the perimeter of the shirt. 

Mark the dots further apart for the younger children. The teacher or an older child 

will punch holes in each of the dots to allow for sewing. Have them sew from dot to 

dot using the plastic needles and yarn or floss. Have the children decorate the shirts 

by gluing shapes, buttons, or ribbons and rickrack to the foam. The children may 

take the project home or they may trade with a friend. 

 

3. Bible Story Password 

Supplies: five slips of paper, each with one of the following words written on them: Sew, Sick, Poor, 

Clothes, Pray 

Say: The Dorcas story has a number of words that are associated with the story, and 

I have written them down on these slips of paper.  

Give each child or group of children one of the slips of paper. Each person or group 

will think of clue words that do not contain any part of the answer word. The clue 

word must be a single word.  

Examples of clue words are:  

Sew—needle, thread, fabric, stitch  

Sick—fever, ill, rash, hurt  

Poor—hungry, nothing, need  

Clothes—shirt, pants, dress, shoes  

Pray—God, talk, ask, quiet  

Once the groups have had time to think of their clue words, bring them back 

together. Invite the groups or pairs to come forward, one group at a time, and 

present their clue words. The audience cannot guess what the answer word is until 



all of the clue words have been offered. The audience tries to guess the answer 

word. Allow several tries. Clue words may be repeated, if desired. Once the answer 

word has been guessed (or told, if no one guesses it), the group sits down and 

another group presents their words. 

 

4. Dorcas Relay 

Supplies: two complete outfits, including shirt, pants, hat, shoes, and other items desired; two shopping 

bags 

Say: Dorcas helped others by providing clothing for the poor. Let’s play a clothing 

race. Divide the children into two teams. Each team will stand side by side, with half 

of each team on one side of the room and the other half of each team on the 

opposite end. Give the first person in each team a bag of clothing and ask them to 

put on everything in the bag.  

Say: When I say “Go,” run to the other side where your team is standing and take off 

the costume. You must then dress the person at the other end of the room. Once 

that person is completely dressed, she or he run backs to her or his teammates on 

this end. Continue to dress and run until everyone on your team has had a chance 

to dress and run. You are finished when the clothing is folded and back in the 

shopping bag.  

 

5. Agree or Disagree? 

Read the following statement and have the children tell you the reason they 

disagree with any untrue statements. 

1. Dorcas’ name means Tabitha.  Agree. 

2. Peter was in Joppa when Dorcas died.  Disagree.  He was in Lydda, near 

Joppa. 

3. The Lord told Peter to go to Joppa.  Disagree.  Two men came to get him. 

4. Peter touched Dorcas to heal her.  Disagree. He kneeled and prayed. 

5. Dorcas was known for the clothes she made.  Agree. 

6. Peter left Joppa right away.  Disagree.  He stayed a few days with Simon, 

the leather tanner. 

7.  

6. Weaving Project 

Have 8 by 11 construction paper sliced into 1” strips (length wise) prior to 

class.  Teach the children how to weave the strips to make a mat and glue onto 

solid purple piece of paper to keep the project together.  Explain to the children 

that Dorcas was known for items that she made from purple cloth as you help the 

children weave their own place mat. 


